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Sri Lankan Judoka Rajitha Nu-
warapaksha, ranked 211 beat 
Uzbek Murtozoev Nurbek, 

ranked 57 in the Tokyo Grand Slam 
2023 / Round 1 under the -81 kg 
weight category held from Decem-
ber 2 and 3 as part of the Interna-
tional Judo Federations World Tour 
and during the 2024 Summer Olym-
pics qualification period held on To-
kyo Japan. 

 Eighty-four countries took part at 
this tournament. Gamini Ranasing-
he, based in Australia, was Nuwara-
paksha’s manager for the event.  

International Judo Federation – 
World Ranking List. 

 This also marks the first time in a 
Judo grand slam that a Sri Lankan 
player had moved to the 2nd round. 

 He’s now likely to be qualified for 
the Paris 2024 Olympics as well.

 Judoka Rajitha is one of the Olym-
pic Solidarity scholarship recipi-
ents, undergoing special training 
in Italy and it is facilitated by the 
National Olympic Committee of Sri 
Lanka.

 Ranasinghe has been actively sup-
porting the development programs 
school level Judo competitions. 

 21-year-old Judoka Nurbek Murto-
zoev competed at the Junior World 
Championships in Guayaquil in 2022 
and finished seventh. 

 He secured a silver medal at the 
Summer World University Games in 
Chengdu 2023.

 Following this achievement, Nu-
warapaksha rose to rank no. 128 
from no.444, up by 83 ranks in the -

Nuwarapaksha shines at Nuwarapaksha shines at 
Tokyo Grand Slam 2023Tokyo Grand Slam 2023



been to not only participate in the 
competition but also to pose a chal-
lenge to established rowing nations 
such as China, India, and Japan.

 Dimuth Gunawardena, President of 
the Sri Lanka Rowing Association, 
acknowledged the financial hurdles 
faced in securing funds for the tour-
nament and coach payments. Despite 
these challenges, the determined 
team is poised to represent the nation 
on the international stage. The squad 
is a balanced mix of talent, featuring 
five female athletes - Nethuki Senan-
ayake, Oneli Chandrasekera, Jaanya 
Kumarawadu, Rovynia Wijesekera, -
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Sri Lanka is set to send a team of 
eleven junior rowers to compete 
in the upcoming Asian Rowing 

Under-19 and Under-23 Champion-
ships. 

 The championship, organized by the 
Asian Rowing Federation, is sched-
uled to unfold in Pattaya, Thailand, 
spanning from December 14 to 18. 
The team had undergone an inten-
sive four-month training program at 
the Diyawanna Rowing Centre, guid-
ed by National Coach Pedro Sanz pri-
or to their departure.

 The focus of their preparation has -

and Havishka Perera, and six male 
athletes - Kehan Sooriyarachchi, 
Disas Sooriyarachchi, Venuk Padu-
wawala, Mithil Wickramasinghe,  
Shivanedra Goonewardena, and 
Shaylon Gunaratne. 

 The Sri Lanka Rowing Association 
envisions this participation as a step 
towards building a competitive team 
for future Asian competitions. 

 Gunawardena expressed confidence 
in the team, stating, "These young-
sters are in excellent shape, and we 
hope they bring honour to the coun-
try. That’s our wish."

Standing (L-R): Nethuki Senanayera, Oneli Chandrasekera, Venuk Paduwawala, Kehan Sooriyarachchi, Disas Sooriyarachchi, Shivanedra Goonewardena, Mithil 
Wickramasinghe, Havishka Perera, Jaanya Kumarawadu.

Seeated (L-R): Shaylon Gunaratna (Athlete), Pedro Sanz (Technical Director of ARASL), Pasan Ranaaweera (Hony. Secretary of ARASL), Dimuth Gunawardena 
(President of ARASL), Sithira Wickramasekera (Vice President of ARASL), Shanaka Kariyawasam (Assistant Junior coach of ARASL), Rovynia Wijesekera (athlete).
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Sri Lanka Gears Up for 
Asian Rowing Championships 
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9th Advanced Sport Management Course

Mayor Tom Tate struggled to find support for his idea

The coastal city hosted the 2018 
Games, and mayor Tom Tate 
had - unilaterally - insisted it 

could do it again.

But the federal and state govern-
ments have repeatedly ruled out 
supporting the event, as had his 
own deputy mayor.

 Organisers 
have said they 
may have to 
postpone or 
cancel the next 
instalment of 
the Games.

 The Common-
wealth Games 
F e d e r a t i o n 
(CGF) had strug-
gled to find a 

host for the 2026 
Games before Victoria volunteered, 
and a month after the state's with-
drawal, the only contender for the 
2030 Games - the Canadian province 
of Alberta - also dropped its host-
ing plans.  There are no other firm 
bids to host either the 2026 or 2030 
Games.

 Governments say the cost of the 
event is skyrocketing, while experts 
argue its global image and perceived 
relevance is waning.

 "Since the sudden withdrawal of 
Victoria in July 2023 as host of the 
2026 Games, the Commonwealth 
Games Federation has been work-
ing-tirelessly with Commonwealth 
Games Associations to find a new 
host who would be able to step in at 
such short notice," a spokesperson 
said. 

 "We are in active conversations with 
a number of potential hosts across 
the Commonwealth and hope to 
provide an update on those discus-
sions in early 2024."

bbc.com

 The third session of the ASMC 
was held on 2-3 December at 
the Hemasiri Fernando Audi-

torium. 

The participants presented their 
case studies related to the second 
chapter - "Managing Strategically" 
on the first day. 

 Ms. Kinithi Jayatissa delivered the 
third chapter of the course on Man-
aging Human Resources on the sec-
ond day. 

 The fourth session of the course is 
scheduled to be held in February 
2024.

Gold Coast rules out hosting 
2026 Commonwealth Games
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 The IOC President emphasised 
that sport “can only unite the entire 
world in peaceful competition if we 
are not torn apart by political, reli-
gious, cultural or other interests and 
differences. Therefore, we must be 
politically neutral and stand against 
any kind of discrimination.”

 The UN Member States explicitly 
recognise the Olympic values of uni-
versality, non-discrimination, polit-
ical neutrality and the autonomy of 
sport, as enshrined in the Olympic 
Charter, as well as the IOC’s role 
in leading the Olympic Movement. 
IOC President Bach thanked them 
for this particular recognition.

 “Yes, we can join hands and work to-
gether for a better future.” He went 
on to say that the title of the reso-
lution – “Building a peaceful and 
better world through sport and the 
Olympic ideal” – is a clear demon-
stration of the shared values of the 
UN and the IOC:

 “The Olympic Games can contrib-
ute to this noble goal. Because the 
Olympic Games are the only event 
that brings the entire world togeth-
er in peaceful competition. The 
Olympic athletes send the powerful 
message that: yes, it is possible to 
compete fiercely against each other 
and at the same time live peacefully 
together under one roof. This is our 
contribution to peace.” Continued on Page 05

It was agreed on by an over-
whelming majority of 118 votes 
in favour, with 2 abstentions, 

and no votes against.

 In his address to the UN General 
Assembly in New York, USA, Presi-
dent Bach spoke of the significance 
of the Olympic Truce at a time 
when the world is facing so much 
confrontation, division and polari-
sation:

 “In this fragile world, this Olympic 
Truce Resolution is more relevant 
than ever. In these difficult times, 
this resolution is our opportunity 
to send an unequivocal signal to the 
world – yes, we can come together, 
even in times of wars and crises. 

International Olympic Committee (IOC) President Thomas Bach and Paris 2024 Organising Committee Presi-
dent Tony Estanguet today welcomed the adoption by the 78th Session of the United Nations General Assembly 
(UNGA) of a resolution for the observance of the Olympic Truce for the Olympic and Paralympic Games Paris 
2024. The resolution was formally introduced to the General Assembly on behalf of the French Government by 

Tony Estanguet and IOC President Thomas Bach appealed for the adoption of this resolution. 

International Olympic Committee (IOC) President Thomas Bach 

UN General Assembly adopts 
Olympic Truce for Paris 2024
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From Page 04  Afterwards, UNGA President Fran-
cis welcomed the adoption of the 
resolution: “By uniting the world in 
peaceful competition, the Olympic 
and Paralympic Games make a pow-
erful contribution to peace. 

 “They are organised in a spirit 
of peace, mutual understanding, 
friendship, tolerance and inadmissi-
bility of discrimination of any kind, 
with the participation of all. 

 “This includes the requirement that 
sports events be organised under 
the authority of sports organisa-
tions, and the rules of sport have to 
apply. 

 This principle has been recognised 
and confirmed again in today’s res-
olution: ‘Building a peaceful and 
better world through sport and the 
Olympic ideal’.  

 It calls on all UN Member States 
to cooperate with the IOC and the 
IPC in their efforts to use sport as a 
tool to promote peace, dialogue and 
reconciliation in areas of conflict, 
during and beyond the period of the 
Olympic and Paralympic Games.” 

 Underlining the unifying force of 
the Games, the IOC President not-
ed: “the athletes, the entire Olym-
pic community, billions of people 
around the world – all of us are 
looking forward to the Olympic 
Games Paris 2024, which will tru-
ly be Olympic Games of a new era: 
more inclusive and more sustain-
able. 

 “They will be the first Olympic 
Games with full gender parity. 
The first Olympic Games inspired, 
planned and delivered in line with 
our Olympic Agenda reforms from 
start to finish.” After noting the that 
the title of the resolution - “Building 
a peaceful and better world through 
sport and the Olympic ideal” - was 
the UN’s and IOC’s joint response 
to the challenges of our turbulent 
times, President Bach stated, “In this 
Olympic spirit, I call on you to come 
together, adopt the resolution, but 
then even more importantly: uphold 
this noble Olympic Truce.” He con-
cluded with a call to all the UN Mem-
ber States, when he said, “Please: 
Give Peace a Chance!” 

 In his introduction to the Session, 
which was delivered on his behalf by 
UNGA Vice President Mohan Pieris, 
UNGA President Dennis Francis 
said: “Beyond their impact on devel-
opment, sports are a powerful force 
for peace. The Olympic Games stand 
as a symbol of tolerance, peace and 
cooperation among diverse peoples, 
cultures and nations.” He commend-
ed the IOC “for its commitment and 
contribution to gender parity. By al-
locating an equal number of quota 
places to male and female athletes, 
the IOC is not only leading by ex-
ample, but also signalling a stride 
towards closing the gender pay gap.”

 Closing his speech, he said: “Let us 
continue working together to reiter-
ate our commitment to the values 
of the Olympic Truce, fostering an 
environment where understanding 
and collaboration prevail over con-
flict and strife. As we champion the 
cause of sports, let us always be re-
minded of its transformative power, 
particularly among the youth who 
comprise the next generation of hu-
mans to inherit this planet. I sound 
the clarion call: sports for peace and 
prosperity.” 

Continued on Page 06

Paris 2024 Organising Committee President Tony Estanguet



NEWS
6 W e d n e s d a y  0 6 t h D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 3

 The Village is humanity united in 
one place, in all its diversity. Like 
this United Nations General Assem-
bly, of which you are the worthy 
representatives, the Village and its 
athletes help to show that a better 
world is possible.” He concluded by 
pointing out Paris’ willingness to play 
its part in building a better world 
through sport: “Today we bring you a 
strong message, a universal message 
in favour of peace, according to the 
Ancient Greek tradition of the Olym-
pic Truce.” 

 He went on: “I stand before you hum-
bled by the course of world events, 
but also with the deep conviction 
that, more than ever, sport has a role 
to play and can help us take a step 
towards a better world. The Olympic 
Games Paris 2024 are ready to play 
their part.”

  The tradition of the Olympic Truce 
– “Ekecheiria” – has been to ensure 
a halt of all hostilities, allowing the 
safe passage and participation of 
athletes and spectators taking part 
in the Olympic Games. 

 The resolution reaffirms that the 
Olympic values of peace, solidarity 
and respect are as important across 
the world today as they were over 
3,000 years ago, when the ancient 
Olympic Games first took place in 
Greece. The main objectives pur-
sued by the IOC through the Olympic 
Truce are to mobilise young people 
for the promotion of the Olympic 
ideal, to use sport to help build bridg-
es between communities in conflict, 
and, more generally, to create a win-
dow of opportunity for dialogue and 
reconciliation.

olympics.com

 The resolution calls for the Olympic 
Truce to be respected from seven 
days before the Olympic Games in 
July 2024 until seven days after the 
Paralympic Games.

 Paris 2024 President Tony Estanguet 
formally introduced the resolution 
to the General Assembly on behalf 
of the French Government. He spoke 
about the example that the Games 
and the athletes living together in 
the Olympic Village give in an ever 
more divided world: “The Olympic 
Village, where thousands of athletes 
from all over the world live togeth-
er peacefully, is the most symbolic 
representation of the universality 
of the Games. It is a place where, 
whatever your nationality, gender 
or skin colour, you can live in har-
mony, respecting others.
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