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MURE EXPUSURE FOR LANKAN SHUTTLERS

I'T \he Lankan shuttlers are up
for more exposure at the up-
L coming Bahrain International

Challenge in badminton!

-

The inclusion of players from bad-
minton powerhouses like China and
Japan for the first time adds an extra
layer of anticipation to the event.

The Level 11T sanctioning from Bad-
minton Asia also highlights the sig-
nificance of the tournament in the
continent.

The Sri Lankan contingent, com-
prising Aashinsa Herath, Dumindu
Warnaka, Thulith Thewmika, Os-
hamika Karunarathne, Viren Netts-
inghe, Buwaneka Dullewa, Madhu-
ka Dulanjana, Lahiru Weerasinghe,
and Ranithma Liyanage, seems to be
a formidable team.

It's great that they will be part of
the competition, which regularly at-
tracts top players from around the
world.

With nearly 250 players from 32
countries participating, the Bahrain
International Challenge promises to
be a dynamic showcase of badminton
prowess. The competitive intensity
of the tournament, coupled with the
opportunity for players to ascend the
global rankings, makes it an event to
look forward to.

Best of luck to all the players, and
may the tournament be a thrilling
and successful experience for every-
one involved.
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RESHAN AND CHANAKA FOR THE
INDIAN AMATEUR GOLF CHAMPIONSHIPS

Chanaka Perera

oung golfers - schoolboy
-I Reshan Algama and Chanaka
Perera have qualified in rep-

resenting Sri Lanka at the 122nd
Amateur Championship of India.

The Royal Calcutta Golf Club's
historical significance adds an ex-
tra layer of prestige to the event,
and it's a great opportunity for
these talented golfers to showcase
their skills on such a renowned
stage.

The Stroke Play rounds on Decem-
ber 12th and 13th sound like an in-
tense start to the championship,
with teams vying for international
trophies and qualification spots.
The subsequent match play stage
will undoubtedly bring even more
excitement and competition as the
top 32 gross scores compete for vic-
tory.

The golfing community and the
nation as a whole must be eagerly
awaiting their performance.

Reshan Algama

Competing at the Royal Calcutta
Golf Club is a remarkable experi-
ence in itself, and success in this
championship would undoubted-
ly be a significant achievement for
both Reshan Algama and Chanaka
Perera.

Wishing them the best of luck as
they represent Sri Lanka on the
challenging greens, and may their
dedication and talent shine through
in this prestigious international
competition.
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THIRD OLYMPIC SOLIDARITY
SPORT ADMINISTRATORS COURSE 2023

v Areyoua
= Sport Administrator

= Lecturerin Sport Science / Management
= |nstructor in Physical Education

¥" Are you good in
= |T literacy
= English
= Sports background

v" Course Fee: LKR. 20,000.00

Tel: +94-11-268-4420

he National Olympic Commit-
Ttee of Sri Lanka (NOC Sri Lan-
ka) conducts its second Sport
Administrators Course, scheduled
for year 2023 on 14, 15, 16, 17 De-

cember, 2023 at the “Hemasiri Fer-
nando” Auditorium.

Applications are expected from in-
dividuals who possess the following
qualifications:

For Sport Administrators

+  Active involvement of sport ad-
ministration in your organization or
affiliated body

+ Good educational background at
least up to GCE Advanced Level

+ Good command in English

« Good sports background

« IT Literacy

Sport Administrators from Nation-
al Sports Associations/Federations,
Lecturers in Sports Sciences/Man-
agement and Physical Education, -

Email: natolcom@sit.lk

¥ How to apply

L

R

Duly filled Application

Detailed CV

Recommendation letter from your sport org.

All documents should be reached to
natolcom@sit.lk

¥" For more info

www.olympic.lk/education/sport-administration/

Dates: December 14, 15, 16 & 17, 2023

Where: Olympic House, Colombo-07

Web: www.olympic.lk

Teachers in Physical Education
and Sports Sciences/Management,
Sports Administrators attached to
three Armed Forces and Police,
Sport Administrators from Pro-
vincial Councils and other govern-
ment organizations and all other
individuals who involved in sports
etc. are eligible for applying for
this course. The officials who rep-
resent the National Sport Associa-
tions/Federations are specially in-
vited for this course as the NOC Sri
Lanka considers the completion of
this course as a mandatory require-
ment when selecting team officials
(managers/coaches) for interna-
tional games.

The course is based on a Manu-
al delivered by the IOC Olympic
Solidarity and designed with few
segments. An I0C recognized cer-
tificate will be awarded after the
completion of course with 100%
participation.

e -

Applications will be valid only if
they are followed by a detailed CV
of the applicant and a recommen-
dation letter signed by the Head of
applicant’s organisation. The suit-
able participants for the course
will be selected after a one-to-one
interview.

Applications should reach Secre-

tary General, “Olympic House Sri
Lanka”, 100/9F Independence Av-
enue, Colombo 7 or email to ed-
ucation@olympic.lk on or before
November 30, 2023. Applications
received after the given deadline
will not be entertained and the gen-
der balance of applications will be
highly concerned when selecting
the applicants.

Course Fee: LKR. 20,000.00
https://www.olympic.lk/media/news/

third-olympic-solidarity-sport-adminis-
trators-course-2023/
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SHAMED PARALYMPIAN OSCAR PISTORIUS COULD WIN
HIS FREEDOM AS PROSECUTORS ADMIT THEY BLUNDERED

scar Pistorius could win his
freedom after prosecutors
admitted they made a blun-

der when refusing earlier bids for
parole.

The double amputee, who ran in
the London 2012 Olympic games,
will have a fresh chance at an emer-
gency parole hearing.

His family and lawyers are confi-
dent South African prosecutors will
free him after he was gaoled for the
shooting murder of model Reeva
Steenkamp in 2013.

But if the gun-toting athlete known
as'Blade Runner' does win freedom,
he will be kept under close protec-
tion in fear of revenge attacks from
Johannesburg's underworld, as first
revealed by Mail Online.

Pistorius, it is said, was wrongly
ruled ineligible for early release
from prison in March.

South Africa's department of cor-
rections stated a parole board will
decide whether the inmate is suit-
able or not for social integration'

Reeva's family, in an exclusive in-

terview with Mail Online earlier
this year at their home in Port Eliz-
abeth, declared that their killer's
daughter should remain behind
bars.

Mr Barry Steenkamp, Reeva's fa-
ther, passed away in September,
but both he and his wife June, said
they were against the murderer be-
ing freed.

The double amputee (pictured), who ran in the London 2012 Olympic games, will have a
fresh chance at an emergency parole hearing on Friday

Pistorius, a world-famous dou-
ble-amputee athlete who broke bar-
riers by competing on carbon-fiber
running blades at the 2012 London
Olympics, shot Reeva multiple times
through a closed toilet cubicle door
in his home in the South African
capital, Pretoria, in the predawn
hours of Valentine's Day 2013.

His conviction was upgraded to
murder and he was ultimately sen-
tenced to 13 years and five months
in prison after a series of appeals by
prosecutors.

Serious offenders in South Africa
must serve at least half their sen-
tence before they are eligible for pa-
role.

Pistorius' case and his parole eli-
gibility have been complicated by
those appeals by prosecutors, who
first challenged his culpable homi-
cide conviction and then a sentence
of six years for murder, which they
called shockingly lenient.

The Supreme Court of Appeal
eventually ruled in 2017 that Pis-
torius should serve South Africa's
minimum sentence of 15 years for
murder, but took into account the
year and seven months he had al-
ready served for culpable homicide
when it delivered the 13 years and
five months’ sentence.

Continued on Page 05
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However, the court made an error
by not counting another period Pis-
torius had served while his mur-
der sentence was being appealed,
meaning he was in fact eligible for
parole in March when he was told at
his first hearing that he would only
be eligible in August 2024.

Pistorius' lawyers took his case to
the country's apex Constitutional
Court.

The decision to give
Pistorius another pa-
role hearing is effective-
ly an admission of the
appeal court's error, it
was reported.

Pistorius is not guar-
anteed to be granted
early release. A parole
board takes a number
of factors into account,
including his conduct
and disciplinary record
in prison, his mental
health and the likeli-
hood of him commit-
ting another crime.

He could be released
on full parole or placed
on day parole, where he
would be allowed to live
and work in the com-
munity but have to re-
turn to prison at night.

Pistorius was born with
a congenital condition
that led to his legs be-
ing amputated below
the knee when he was
a baby, but he took up
track and won multiple
Paralympic titles on his
running blades.

He is the only double amputee to
run at the Olympics.

Known as the 'Blade Runner, he was
at the height of his fame when he
killed Steenkamp months after the
London Olympics. At his murder tri-
al, he claimed he shot Steenkamp, a
29-year-old model, by mistake with
his licensed 9 mm pistol because
he believed she was a dangerous in-
truder hiding in his bathroom in the
middle of the night.

This publication is non-profit making and non-governmental

Pistorius will turn 37 on Wednesday
and has not been seen for nearly a
decade, although there have been
occasional glimpses of his time in
prison.

Mr Steenkamp told MailOnline in

February that he had met Pistorius
after he was flown from Prison to
a detention centre near their Port
Elizabeth home.

He said he left unconvinced that his
daughter's killer should win back
his freedom.

'Twas wasting my time. He is a mur-
derer. He should remain in jail' he
told MailOnline.

Mrs Steenkamp told why she re-
fused to meet Pistorius and was
even more damning of the shooter.

She said: T couldn't see myself go-
ing without hurting him.

T didn't want to go to jail for attack-
ing him. That would have been a
great possibility. Things haven't got
better.

Tt gets worse as the time goes by
because we miss Reeva every day
that she is not here with us.

Tt's very, very stressful that she
couldn't spend our last days with us
because he took her.

'Oscar has taken a lot away from us
and from her. So now instead of get-
ting upset, I get anger.

T am angry with him. It is a hor-
rible thing to say, but I can't stand
him.!



