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Harshitha Samarawickrama celebrates
after hitting the winning runs in Derby
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n the world of cricket, histo-
]: ry was made on a memorable

Wednesday when the Sri Lankan
women's team clinched their first-ev-
er series victory over England in any
format and also marked the first se-
ries win outside of Asia since 2003!

This remarkable achievement was
sealed with a dominant seven-wick-
et triumph in the third T20I in Der-
by, led by the inspirational captain,
Chamari Athapaththu.

Athapaththu's outstanding all-
round performance, which included
three crucial wickets and a blister-
ing 44 runs from just 28 deliveries,
left England reeling and Sri Lanka
celebrating a historic moment.

Chamari Athapaththu's influence
on the series cannot be overstated.

Her remarkable performance
earned her the Player of the Match
and Player of the Series awards.

Over the course of the three match-
es, she contributed 114 runs and
claimed five wickets.

Athapaththu's explosive batting and
valuable wickets were pivotal to Sri
Lanka's success, setting a shining ex-
ample for her team.

While Athapaththu rightly received
accolades, her teammates played
crucial roles in the series decider.

Continued on Page 02
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Kavisha Dilhari

Inoshi Priyadharshani made a state-
ment by dismissing Danni Wyatt
with the very first ball of the match.

Udeshika Prabodhani and Kavisha
Dilhari chipped in with two wickets
each, dismantling England's batting
lineup.

Harshitha Samarawickrama's con-
tribution of an unbeaten 26 runs
also played a vital role in guiding Sri
Lanka to victory.

Captain Chamari Athapaththu

Sri Lanka Women's coach, Rumesh
Ratnayake, hailed the T20I series
win as 'really huge' for cricket in the
country.

“We know where we can be and we
can see the picture and that's how we
are here and that's what we came for.

“We spoke of playing cricket for mo-
ments like this, for tours like this”, he
gushed in a statement to ESPNcricin-
fo.

The victory came as a surprise to
many, as Sri Lanka was ranked six
places lower than England in the
format.

Ratnayake emphasized that their
victory would raise awareness of
women's cricket in Sri Lanka and in-
spire young talents to follow in the
footsteps of Athapaththu and her
teammates.

Continued on Page 03

Inoshi Priyadharshani
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He also stressed the importance of
winning without heavily relying on
Athapaththu, acknowledging that
having another player of her caliber
would be a rare occurrence.

He highlighted that Sri Lanka's
cricketing philosophy encourag-
es collective teamwork and cohe-
sion - “You'll be surprised, even the
smallest can hit sixes now. So we are
there, but it's a collective thing, it's
a cohesive thing where everybody
gets together and works as a team.”

Ratnayake attributed part of their
success to practice matches against
men's sides and creating a fearless
environment where players could
express themselves freely. He recog-
nized the need to change the mindset
of his players, leading to a transfor-
mation in their approach to the game.
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“We where we can
be and we can see the
picture and that's how
we are here and that's
what we came for.
We spolke of playing
criclket for moments like
this, for tours like this ~

Coach - Sri Lanilea Wormen'’s Cricket

England Women's head coach,
Jon Lewis, embraced a fearless
approach in his team as well. He
aimed to provide opportunities for
younger and less experienced play-
ers under pressure.

Despite the loss to Sri Lanka, Lew-
is stood by this approach, believing
it was essential for player develop-
ment and squad exploration.

The two teams are now set to em-
bark on a three-game ODI series,
with England welcoming back star
players Nat Sciver-Brunt and Tam-
my Beaumont.

As they head to the Hangzhou Asian
Games later this month, one can
only wonder what the future holds
for the Lankan willow wielders. The
recent historic victory over New
Zealand, and now over England,
combined with their status as de-
fending Asian Games bronze med-
alists, certainly sets the stage for
an exciting and promising journey
ahead. These exceptional perfor-
mances have ignited hopes and ex-
pectations for what promises to be a
thrilling competition in Hangzhou.
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SUDESTH [PENRIS: ANOTHER OLYMPIAN

he English language is one
entity that has almost pre-
cise idiom expressions like

the colon, the semi-colon and the
full stop.

A colon is a punctuation mark
that is used to divide a sentence,
a semi-colon is most common-
ly used to link two independent
clauses that are closely related in
thought, such as when restating
the preceding idea with a different
expression, while when stopping
what you want to say; you mark it
with a full stop.

CALLS IT A DAY

Olympian weightlifter Sudesh Pei-
ris, after a series of deviations that
you mark as the development of
one’s career, decided to stamp the
full stop insignia thus bringing an
end to a journey that had all the
symbols embedded in it.

Hailing from Negombo - a famous
Lankan sports cradle, Sudesh be-
gan his journey of weightlifting at
eleven under the hawk eye of coach
Ranjith B Perera - a weightlifter of
repute and career sportsman, who
is completing almost fourscore in
his own journey in sports.

Sudesh travelled the seismic road
of fabled rags to riches, winning al-
most every accolade that his sports
could offer him.

That includes 2016 - Olympic
Games in Rio, 2010 - Common-
wealth Games in New Delhi -
Bronze, 2014 - Commonwealth
Games in Glasgow - Silver, 2011
- Commonwealth Championship
in Cape Town - Gold, 2016 - SAF
in Guharti, India - Gold - in short
an expedition that was paved in
bronze, silver and gold.

Continued on Page 05
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Olympian Sudesh Peiris

Sudesh explained his weightlifting
expedition in this manner.

He explained, “I am extremely for-

tunate to terminate my journey in
competitive weightlifting - a jour-
ney that spanned more than twen-
ty-five years.

“T am also glad to say people in the
calibre of National Coach R.B. Wick-
remasinghe, my guru Ranjith Pere-
ra, the Secretary General of the Na-
tional Olympic Committee Maxwell
de Silva and so many others have
helped me along my way to this suc-
cessful journey.

“I started my career at St. Mary’s Col-
lege, Negombo, under the watchful
eyes of my coach - Ranjith B. Perera.
I remember that my first contest was
in 1998, where I ended in the fourth
position. Coach Ranjith never took
“No” for an answer. I remember that
when I absconded from my training
regime, coach Ranjith used to come
to my home and tell my mother to
send me for practices so I used to cy-
cle from our residence in Negombo
to coach Ranjith’s house in Katunay-
ake.

This publication is non-profit making and non-governmental

“All that he did was free of charge.
He was not a wealthy man and the
room that we used for our training
was rather dingy so most of the time,
we did our training in the open yard.
Then once training was over, he used
to offer tea and sweets to all young
lads at training" - an explanation that
came out with a tear in his eye.

“Thereafter, I joined the Air Force
under the guidance of coach Ranjith
and there I also came under the guid-
ance of National coach and mentor -
R.B. Wickremasinghe. In 2009, I had
the opportunity of moving to Japan
for further training and it is there
that I made it my home where I live
to date, but, I did further my career
as a weightlifter under two other Jap-
anese coaches and represented my
homeland to accomplish a journey
to remember.”




