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TR

!

=TI,

The surreal saga of
Saseball made in Sl Lanka

aseball and Sri Lanka.....some
Bmay tend to think it’s not the

right combination. But if
someone says that it is a multimil-
lion-dollar business with space for a
ten fold and more growth in a manu-
facturing business you might as well

stick your eye-brow on your forehead
and believe.

Amiable business Korean tycoon
Jehoon Lah(President & CEO Sky-
line Baseball Company) brought this
Baseball manufacturing business to
Sri Lanka, not by mistake or default.

It came through a process of tri-
al and error mixed with a lot of re-
search. The pinnacle of this process
was when SSK became the official
baseball for the 2020 Olympic Games
in Tokyo.

Lah smiled and said “All of a sudden
everybody knows who I am and what
I am doing. I have other businesses
in Korea, but now I am known pri-
marily as a Baseball manufacturer.
Mind you in 1988 when Seoul hosted
the Olympics my company SSK was
also the official baseball supplier”

Lah then went on to explain how
it really came about. He explained
“In reality, the name of my compa-
ny is not disclosed. I live behind the
screen. The screen outside is actu-
ally a Japanese Sporting Company.
Behind that company is SSK. Behind
SSK is Skyline. We are content with
SSK and supply balls to them.

Continued on Page 02
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SSK could get this order - they sup-
ply to WBSC, WBSC they play every-
where - Mexico, Taiwan for many age
groups under 15, 18, and 20. Then
there is world baseball for them. We
supply to WBSC under the name of

SSK and now WBSC is supplying the

Baseball to the Olympics.
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“So, automatically we became the ¥

major supplier. As a result, SSK be-
came very famous. Especially the
American player took a liking to
the product. Because in the major
league they put mud on the ball be-
fore starting an inning.

“Because some balls are very slip-
pery and when a ball is slippery, the
pitcher cannot throw the ball. As a
result, when a game is in progress all
the balls look dirty.

“Our balls do not have to use the
mud because we use a substance to
prevent the ball from being slippery.
Then for American Baseball is stron-
ger and slippery, but we but Japa-
nese leather; the Japanese leather is
soft and sticky.

“Yet, we anoint it with Tack Oil be-
fore we supply it to the teams. Then
the ball is quite sticky and they can
throw the ball without mud and con-
trol the ball very correctly. The pro-
fessional pitchers of America found
our ball at the Tokyo Olympics and
were WOWed by it and added Oh!
They are made in Sri Lanka.

“They loved that
baseball and they
wanted that ball
in their major
league too; many
major league
pitchers said that.
Maybe it would be
our major break-
through!”

Mr. Lah checks the qualzty ofa ball while NOCSL Secretary General Mr. Maxwell de Silva looks on

Lah’s inside story of how he became
a leading manufacturer of Baseball
is as intriguing as the baseball itself.

Over a half-century ago his father
who was a governor of the sec-
ond-largest bank in South Korea
helped one Mr. Lee who sought his
fortune by manufacturing baseballs.

At that juncture the baseball market
in South Korea was marginal. Lee
lost his battle in this gamble and
ended up bankrupt.

At the end of five years, Lah senior
ended his tenure at the bank and re-
started his trading company which
he had before.

There Lee approached Lah senior
and asked for employment. It was in
1972 that Jehoon Lah took over the
baseball arm.

By then the South Korean economy
was on the rise and the cost of man-
ufacture - especially paying wages
had become a task once again.

Lah then started to look at overseas
trading partners. China at that time
was still closed but he found one in
Thailand - a joint venture.

Meanwhile, the Americans opened
their doors to China and all busi-
ness ran to China, but Lah stood his
ground and continued in Thailand.

However, that also fell through over
a trade disagreement on pricing and
he was back on square one. In 1990
Senior Lah passed away.

By then he had a small factory in
South Korea and he began to supply
his merchandise only to profession-
als in South Korea.

Still, he was the only
one who manufac-
tured baseballs in
South Korea.

Continued on Page 03
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In 1980 Korea started their profes-
sional league he could survive there
because the price of a professional
ball is much higher than a normal
ball. He then began to import from
China and resell them to the rest of
his customers, but not sell in Japan
and America.

Lah said “2015 Korean Baseball Or-
ganisation like the MLB - the pro-
fessional league organisation, there
was a saying that Korea must follow
Japan. That meant, until that time,
Korea had eight professional leagues
and each league decided which ball
to buy for one year or one season.

“There they had four suppliers and

they were all young people. At that
point, it was a bargaining point with
each manufacturer trying to out-
smart the other. Then I was left with
only two teams. I came down eight
teams to only two. Mercifully this
was not my bread and butter. I al-
ready have another major business
running in Korea.

“At that same time, they also came
up with a ruling that it would be
the KBO who would name the an-

nual baseball supplier. In America,
it is the MLB that supplies balls to
the leagues. Major leagues buy only
Rollings there. In Japan also the
same happened and they too opted
for only one supplier. There I signed
the contract as an official supplier to
KBO. That is how I ended up in Sri
Lanka.”

Lah was weighing his options and
scanned maps from India and In-
donesia. He said “Indonesia had the
skills and the labour but there it has
to be really large scale. India too had
the labour with a population of one
billion people but had too many reg-
ulations and to set up a business it
takes a couple of years.

“The reason why I came to Sri oY 5

Lanka is primarily because I .4
could buy material from In- [
dia. Sri Lanka is not India, but
practically it is India. It is a |
different country, but I could
be there in just two hours. In
India there are so many state
governments and languages
and communication also may
be a problem. Here in Sri Lan- | |
ka, I found that there is a BOI |4
and one gateway. That suited |
my case study. Also, Sri Lanka ||
allowed one hundred percent
investment.”

He said that another aspect |3
that interested him was that |4
the number of disabled Sri
Lanka had as a result of the
thirty-year war. I was under §
the impression that he could
employ them and give them an
opportunity.

But that fell through I could

not match the opportunities
that the Sri Lankan government was
giving these disabled soldiers. Then
he sought avenues of employing
long-term prison inmates and teach-
ing them the skills. But that also fell
through as a result of technical dif-
ficulty.

Now I have this facility in Dunagaha
where I employ 200 workers direct
and 300 families in adjacent areas,
but this is not

sufficient and

we are looking

to open anoth-

er facility

in Maho

very

soon.

Lah added “Now I am the sole dis-
tributor to KBO, in addition, I supply
the balls to Japan my major partner
is Sasaki (SSK) which is huge and he
is the second-largest supplier in Ja-
pan. Now the orders are increasing,
but the Japanese are very particular
about quality, but through that prac-
tice, our standards also went up auto-
matically. Now we are looking at the
American market. The tool that I am

using is Amazon where I can
do direct business, rather

R | than going through third

\ Y parties. “There in Amer-

ica 100,000 schools play
baseball and that
is a huge market.
Now my sales vol-
ume is around Rs
3 million US$ but
it can grow ten
times bigger.”
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ASALANKA FIRES SRI LANKA TO
THRILLING VIGTORY OVER BANGLADESH

harith Asalanka and Bhanu-
‘ ka Rajapaksa fired superb
half-centuries as Sri Lanka
powered to a five-wicket win over

Bangladesh in their Super 12s Group
1 opener.

Asalanka struck five sixes in his
unbeaten 80 from 49 balls and Ra-
japaksa celebrated his 30th birthday
in style with 53 from 31 as the Lions
chased 172 to complete their highest
successful run chase in ICC Men's
T20 World Cup history with seven
balls to spare.

Half-centuries from Mohammad
Naim and Mushfiqur Rahim had led
Bangladesh to a challenging 171 for
four and two wickets in the space of
four balls for Shakib Al Hasan seem-
ingly put them in the driving seat in
the chase.

But the Tigers paid for costly drops,

Liton Das putting down both Ra-
japaksa and Asalanka on the bound-
ary in the course of a blistering 86-
run stand which turned the tide in
Sri Lanka’s favour.

Both sides made one change from
their final qualifying group fixtures,
with Sri Lanka plumping for the
seam of Binura Fernando over the
spin option of Maheesh Theeksana,
who was nursing a slight injury, and
opting to bowl first after winning
the toss.

ThesLions attack had mauled Neth-
erlands on Friday, dismissing the
Dutch for 44, but found Bangladesh
openers Naim and Das in a deter-
mined mood in the powerplay.

The pair had struggled for fluency
in their Group B fixtures, with open-
ing stands of 8, 11 and 0, but succes-
sive free hits following Dushmantha
Chameera overstepping  allowed
Naim to free his arms in the third
over.

Naim lost his partner with the
score on 40, bringing the influential
Shakib to the crease, and he twice
pierced gaps through the off-side
before missing a straight one from
Chamika Karunaratne, the pick of
the Lions attack, to depart for 10.

Cricket

Bhanuka Rajapakse and Charith Asalanka

Continued on Page 05
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Naim and Mushfiqur began their
partnership by rotating the strike
effectively, carrying the Tigers to 72
for two at the halfway mark, before
moving through the gears in style.

Mushfiqur smashed the first six of
the innings over deep mid-wicket in
the 11th over before slog-sweeping
Binura into the crowd to the delight
of the vocal Bangladesh supporters,
who were on their feet once more
when Naim drove Kumara for a
boundary which saw him to his sec-
ond half-century of the tournament.

Mushfiqur kept up the charge fol-
lowing Naim’s dismissal, finding
gaps behind square on both sides
of the wicket, and his half-century
arrived with 11 deliveries of the in-
nings remaining.

A typically inventive scoop to the
fine-leg fence then provided a fitting
conclusion to a sparkling knock as
Bangladesh set the Lions 172 to win.

Nasum Ahmed, playing his first
match of the tournament, opened
the bowling for the Tigers and got
his side off to a perfect start by clean
bowling Kusal Perera, attempting a
slog sweep.

New batter Asalanka succeeded
where his teammate had failed,
heaving Nasum over deep mid-wick-
et for the second maximum of a pro-
ductive third over in a sign of what
was to come.

Pathum Nissanka also took a liking
to spin, lofting a glorious straight six
off Mahedi Hasan as Sri Lanka raced
top54 for one at the end of the pow-
erplay - 13 runs better off than Ban-
gladesh at the same stage.

Enter Shakib, so often the man with-

the golden arm, who removed Nis-
sanka and Avishka Fernando to
bring the game firmly back into the
balance and move out on his own
as the leading wicket-taker in ICC
Men’s T20 World Cup history with
41, two clear of Shahid Afridi.

The pendulum swung further to-
wards the Tigers when Wanin-
du Hasaranga sent a Mohammad
Saifuddin slower ball straight to
Naim at long-on but Rajapaksa’s
clean hitting quickly brought the Li-
ons right back into contention.

The batter lofted Afif Hossain over
extra cover for six and survived a let-
off later in the 13th over when Das
misjudged a routine catching op-
portunity at deep square-leg.

Asalanka continued to look in fine
fettle at the other end and having
matched Mushfiqur in bringing up a
half-century in 32 balls, he fired two
sixes in one costly Mahmadullah
over to keep his side ahead of the
required -—

rate.

Das then
put down
Asalan-
ka at
deep ex-
tra-cov- §
er and
the pair
cashed in
on their
good for-
tune, Ra-
japaksa
blasting
consec-
utivel
sixes off
Saifuddin
in a deci-
sive 16
over-

which saw 22 added. The Tigers
turned to Shakib but Asalanka de-
posited him into the stands and Ra-
japaksa’s departure came too late to
spark a change in fortunes.Fittingly,
it was Asalanka who sealed the deal
with a dab to the third-man bound-
ary to spark Sri Lankan celebrations
at the end of a captivating contest.

Scores in Brief

Sri Lanka beat Bangladesh at Shar-
jah Cricket Stadium, Sharjah by five
wickets

Bangladesh 171/4 in 20 overs (Mo-
hammad Naim 62, Mushfiqur Rahim
57 not out; Chamika Karunaratne
1/12, Binura Fernando 1/27, Lahiru
Kumara 1/29)

SriLanka 172/5in 18.5 overs (Charith
Asalanka 80 not out, Bhanuka Ra-
japaksa 53; Shakib Al Hasan 2/17,
Nasum Ahmed 2/29)

Player of the Match: Charith Asalan-
ka (Sri Lanka)

ICC NEWS

Charith Asalanka
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Nishanthe Piyasena (Sri Lanka) elected Deputy Secre-
tary General of Asian Modern Pentathlon Federation

ishanthe Piyasena (Presi-
Ndent— Modern Pentathlon

Federation of Sri Lanka) has
been elected as the Deputy Secre-
tary-General - of the Asian Modern
Pentathlon Confederation (AMPC)
for the second consecutive occa-
sion, at The Asian Modern Pentath-
lon Confederation Elective Congress
2021 which concluded on 22 Octo-
ber 2021.

Twenty-one countries in Asia got
the right to vote at this election and
three candidates contested for this
position -- Sri Lanka, Singapore and
Chinese -Taipei. Out of them, Nis-
hanthe won the majority of votes.

Nishanthe Piyasena is the pioneer
of establishing Modern Pentathlon
sport in Sri Lanka in 2013. He cre-
ated a strong platform for local ath-
letes to bring out their pure talents
to the global level. Nishanthe, who
was lead the country sport adminis-
tration in many ways in his past.

Asst. Secretary of National Olympic
Committee of Sri Lanka (2009-2017)
Treasurer of Sri Lanka Triathlon
(2015-2017) Secretary General (2007-
2010) / Vice President (current) of
Cycling Federation of Sri Lanka

He offered numerous services to
the country holding many volunteer
positions.

As the first Secretary-General and a
founder member of the Modern Pen-
tathlon Federation of Sri Lanka,Nis-
hanthe, established his remarks as
a genuine sports administrator by
growing up a culture around the na-
tional federation by opening -

avenues for athletes to reach the
Olympic level as well as the young
community to enter to the sports
administration with their creative
mindsets.

As a result of his visionary leader-
ship, MPFSL could be able to send
two athletes to the Olympic qualify-
ing rounds of the Asia Oceania re-
gion in 2019 and also Sri Lanka won
many medals in the Laser run, Biat-
le and Triathle segments worldwide.

Currently, nearly five local athletes
are within the top ten world ranks in
laser run and traithle segments.

Currently, Nishanthe Piyasena is
the president of MPF SL and his vi-
sion is to create a strong athlete base
that can gain Olympic qualifiers in
2024 and YOG in 2026 to the moth-
erland.

Even
though
t h e
Modern
Pen -
tathlon
sport
takes a
small
portion
of the
country
sport,
t h e
achieve-
ments
of the
last five
years
under

his -

leadership show that his vision is
not just a dream but an achievable
target.

New Executive Board of AMPC as
follows. (2021-2024)

President (1) :

Hyunjun Kim - Korea

Vice Presidents (4)

Bin, Zhang - China
Yamazaki, Novikov - Japan
Valerii,Novikov — Kyrgyzstan
Choh, Cassandra - Singapore

Secretary General:
Yeo, Sangkeong - Korea

Deputy Secretary General:
Nishanthe, Piyasena - Sri Lanka

Technical Director:
Viktor Maltsev
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NOGC Sri Lanka’s Social Media on the Top
10 during the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games

@ Instagram: Highest Growth Rate () Facebook: Highest Growth Rate

Growth  Absolute
Rate Growth
+1053%
+869%
+566%
+469%
+266%
+240%
+236%
+226%
+208%
+200%
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book, Instagram, YouTube, and Twitter) growth rates were higher during the Tokyo 2020 Olympic
Games. The statistics were presented by Andres Santi, ANOC Event Manager at the XXV ANOC Gener-
al Assembly - Crete 2021 on Day - 2 (today).

g. ssociation of National Olympic Committees (ANOC) honoured the NOCs, whose social media (Face-

It’'s very significant to note that Sri Lanka is in the top ten nations out of 206 NOCs around the globe. NOC Sri
Lanka’s YouTube is ranked 3rd, Instagram is ranked 5th, and Facebook is ranked 10th.

© Youtube: Highest Growth Rate ) Twitter: Highest Growth Rate

NOC Growth  Absolute Growth  Absolute
S Rate Growth Rate
(@) 1+ Uganda w0 on T
% Japan +214% +306%
Sri Lanka +90% +236%
Greece +72% +199%
Puerto Rico +61%

- Morocco
XXV ANOC s




