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s a teenager at Wesley College
Navin de Silva was a fiery-
pace bowler who used to give

more than a fair share of headaches
to all opening batsmen and the other
batsmen to follow. Then in the rugby
field he was full of brawn and kept
his alma mater flag high with his
belligerent attitude. Then all that was
followed with a career in the skies,
making  globe-trotting in  his
day-to-day activity as a commercial
pilot.

That is his life story in a nutshell
prior to taking golf as his favourite
pastime and now ending up as the
Captain of the Royal Colombo Golf
Club (RCGC).

Yet, his tenure in the hot seat
became challenge to himself when
the generally busy course activity had
to come to a grinding halt owing to
the COVID-19 lockdown, yet, the
course had to be maintained in prime
condition at all times.

De Silva explained: “You must
realise we have 90 acres of pasture
and grass is like a child. It has to be
nurtured. Then when you look at the
putting ring, it's an infant. It needs
attention 24x7.

We were in a dilemma of how we
were going to maintain it. Because if
you let it go, putting it back into
shape becomes a task of its own.
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Fortunately, the majority of our staff
are caddies and other staff live
around the vicinity of the RCGC.

So, what we did was we obtained |

special permission from the health
and other relevant authorities and
utilised them to up keep the ground.

Mind you, for a golf course which is
used year-round without a break, a
break of this nature could be very
healthy.

Continued on Page 02 ‘
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According to the
the RCGC it was the
instance that the
had a break from
feel the course got a
breathing space of
three to four months.

¢ Another is that in all we have
around 135 caddies
and 15 pond boys
and we looked after them
through the lean
COVID-19 period. ”

This gave us a lot of opportunity to
do a lot of maintenance work which
were put off due to various reasons.
Now because of that the course is in

prime condition - better than any

time in living history. We got the
ponds cleared and the course
re-done. “Another is that in all we

have around 135 caddies and 15

pond boys and we looked after
them through the lean COVID-19
period.

Though they are a part of the
day-to-day activity in golf, yet,
they are not direct employees;
they are paid by the players who
join them on their rounds. When
this occurred, the poor guys
were almost destitute.

Yet, the RCGC spent around Rs 10
million and kept them afloat besides
that on more than five occasions we
distributed provisions to these
people through the help of our
members.”

However, Navin said once the
course was opened it became more
hectic. He said: “The members were
so frustrated without their usual
exercise, everyone was rushing and
we had a time in allotting them time
slots. However, at the initial stages
the players were rather reluctant to
play with caddies.

Continued on Page 03
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Then we got the PHIs and they gave
us a strict regime on how to engage
| in the game and then things are grad-
| ually turning back to normal. Still 1
 get ten to fifteen calls a day request-
ing for a round of golf, yes, now its
| fully functional with the Covid stipu-
| lations.”

Then speaking about the first:big
event that was played after the break
- 99th RCGC Championship - Navin
said it was a tremendous success. He
said: “Just to sum it up when you find

|2 14-year-old . and = a "17-year-old
winning the mens and women’s
titles, it says it all.

This is not the very first occasion
that a l4-year-old has bagged the
| title. But I must say it was one of the
| well conducted tournaments by far
by all 'the members of the RCGC.
Now my task will be to lay the foun-
dation for the 100th RCGC which will
be celebrated next year.

“Our patron is his Excellency the
President. We will invite him to grace
the occasion. Yes, we are moving on
the centenary year of the champion-
ship. At the same time this is one of
the clubs affiliated to the Royals in
the United Kingdom. We are also
toying with the idea of inviting a
member of the Royal family to be a
part of the festivity and hope that it
will become a reality.”

Then GoodSport inquired
about development that is
brewing between the golfing
communities.

They claim that though
some armed forces have
developed their own courses
and are managing them well,
they are not given the due
| recognition by the golfing
authorities.

To this pose de Silva answered:
“The RCGC is a private club. We have
nothing to do with that dilemma. It’s
up to Golf Union. We fund 60% of the
Golf Union and that’s about it. There
they have a President, a Secretary
and a whole contingent of officials
and they run the show.”

When asked if there is a difference
of opinion about the pros and other
caddies being engaged in the game,
de Silva said: “No, ‘there are no
restrictions on caddies being

conducted by our professionals.

That is even opened for caddies.
“For instance, Minel Balasuriya is a
product of the Royal Colombo Golf
Club. I think she is the best female
golfer that we have produced next to
Thuhashini Selvaratnam and she is a
daughter of a caddie,” he said.

engaged in the game. They are on [/

the green, but the problem is that™gp=

have had no tournaments and the
long Covid break also may be a
fagkoT.

The rest of the questions
with the caddies lie with
the Union. As for the
professionals they
are stuck because
there are no tour-
naments over-
seas right now.”

He said the
only way that
they = engage
in the above
aspect is
when they
conduct a
GCH IR
clinic




Monday 21%t September 2020

 NOC NEWS

NOG Sri Lanka,
A Place beyond Sports

experience in South Korea, 1
esumed my work at the NOC Sri
Lanka. Though the environment was
gradually changing with unprece-
dented events caused by COVID-19
pandemic, the NOC Sri Lanka looked
for opportunities to revive t h e
lifestyle of athletes,
the most import-
ant stakehold-
er of a sports
organization.

It was soon after my learning

It was at this
point that Mr.
Maxwell de Silva, the
Secretary General of the NOC Sri
Lanka brought up the idea to
conduct an online basic spoken
English course for athletes. While I
was sharing the expertise, I gained
through my Master programme in
the Seoul National University for
almost 2 years, among my fellow
colleagues, who are also my friends;
I received a remarkable chance to be
a part of the SPOKEN ENGLISH 101
as the English instructor.

Why do you think English is neces-
sary for athletes nowadays?

In my opinion, it is import-
ant to build up a network
around you, to express
and to share your
achievements and draw- -
backs you faced in the
athletic life, more over
to communicate with
fellow athletes from
different corners -

-
perception
kE =

-

of the world. Above all English has
become a world accepted tool in com-
munication.

For these reasons, the NOC Sri
Lanka sees the importance in educat-
ing athletes in Sri Lanka to speak the
language of English. With my own

experience as the instructress, I
could look through athletes’
about

glish in

general.

It is vital to
understand &
athletes’ anxi-
ety and fear, if
it is the main
reason behind all
the athletes’
reluctance to speak
English. Through SPOKEN ENGLISH
101, special focus is put on to mingle
every athlete to create a friendly envi-
ronment.

While expecting to reach a higher
number of participants in future, I
would like to denote the views of
current participants here.

According to their views, which I

totally agree, this has been an

opportune moment for all of them
to interact with sportsmen/wom-
.. _en from different sports.

Hence, one special fact of this course
is not only to improve English but also
to build up a wvast =

network
among the A
- S
Q athletes.

local
Current sports involved in
this journey are Athletics, Fencing,
Modern  Pentathlon, Shooting,
Squash, Weightlifting, Taekwon-

do.

2

&

Getting involved with the
Athletes  Commission, the
National Sports Federations
were informed to allocate needy
athletes to follow this short period
With the funding assistance received
by the Olympic Solidarity targeting
athletes’ empowerment during
COVID epidemic, it has been
one-month since the course started.
Participants have been actively engag-
ing while a few out of them have start-
ed to follow online courses in the
ATHLETE 365 https://www.olym-
pic.org/athlete365/, this is an I0C
initiative to assist athletes on and off
the sports field.

The NOC Sri Lanka expects to contin-
ue this timely project in future along
with the assistance of athletes, who
are participants of the initial course,
while hoping to see them shine at the
international level.

Hansika Wijayagunasekara
NOC Sri Lanka
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