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In our ever-changing world, we are 
all adjusting to the new normal 
and here at the IOC it is dubbed 

as “Together, for a better world”. The 
new normal has deep meaning and 
significance mainly owing to the af-
termath of the Covid-19 pandemic 
and dicey political situation that has 
engulfed the whole globe. 

 Chief Guest HE Eric Lavertu the 
French Ambassador to Sri Lanka 
quite philosophically spelled the sig-
nificance of June 23 and -

the Olympic Day Run and added “We 
are gathered today in the NOC of Sri 
Lanka, more than 10,000 kilometers 
from France and 85 years after the 
death of Pierre de Coubertin – father 
modern Olympics. 

 Could Coubertin have imagined 
that one day his will and his heritage 
would be celebrated in Sri Lanka?

 His ideas have indeed crossed the 
planet. The sport values he wanted to 
promote are universal and timeless: 

sharing, friendship, joy in effort, al-
ways doing your best… 

 Of course, it would be easy to refer 
to Duncan White and his silver med-
al in 400 meters hurdles at the Olym-
pics Games of London in 1948, or 
Susanthika Jayasinghe and his silver 
medal in 200 meters at the Olympic 
Games of Sydney in 2000. They are, of 
course, great athletes.
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 But for me, an athlete represents 
those values perfectly: Ranatunge 
Karunananda and his race in the 
10,000 meters event and his state of 
mind after the race gave him this 
nickname: “The most spirited loser 
in the Olympics history”. 

 I am aware that the Commonwealth 
Games are coming soon and I would 
like to take this opportunity to wish 
all Sri Lankan athletes a good luck 
and a good competition. But I would 
like to conclude this speech by in-
troducing the Olympic Games of 
Paris 2024.

  These games are supposed to be 
fantastic and unique. For the first 
time of Summer Olympics, the 
opening ceremony will take place 
outside the stadium. It will be a 
parade, on the Seine with 10,500 
athletes, 120 heads of State or gov-
ernments, 160 boats… It will be-
come the largest Olympic ceremo-
ny in the world. These games are 
also ambitious and revolutionary. 

  They are particularly committed 
to protecting the environment and 
want to neutralize their carbon im-
pact.

  I deeply hope that these games will 
be a moment of sharing, joy and 
peace. I hope that the situation in Sri 
Lanka will improve and Sri Lankans 
will be able to fully follow the Olym-
pic values and encourage their ath-
letes with passion; even if cricket 
is still not an Olympic 
sport.”

 President of the National Olympic 
Committee Suresh Subramaniam 
said that they were gathered at this 
venue to celebrate the symbolic an-
niversary of the birth of Modern-day 
Olympics. He Said “Today the word 
together, is the latest addition to the 
Olympic motto. By adding the word 
together defines ‘Reach higher, fast-
er, together’. 

From page 01
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  We are striving achieve togetherness 
and move towards a better Sri Lanka 
through Sports and Olympism. IOC 
President Thomas Bach explained 
his commitment by changing the 
original motto ‘solidarity fuels our 
mission to make this world a better 
place, through sport. 
  We can only go faster, 
we can only aim higher, 
we only become stronger 
by standing together”. 
  
 The day got under-
way  with the lighting 
of the traditional Olym-
pic Torch by the Presi-
dent and the Secretary 
General of the National 
Olympic Committee Mr. 
Suresh Subramaniam, 
Maxwell de Silva and HE 
Eric Lavertu the French 
Ambassador to Sri Lan-
ka, respectively. 

programme under one of the Olym-
pic Day pillars of Move, learn and 
Discover. 

  There were 275 participants alto-
gether. The winners of the contest 
were -- 1. Rahul Jeyanthan, 2. Akar-
shana Premkumar and Lemuel 
Pathmapuvanendran.

Hangzhou 2022 Asian Games postponed  

From page 02   Joining the Torch igniting ceremo-
ny were the Secretary to the Minis-
try of Sports Anuradha Wijekoon, 
Olympic Silver Medalist Susanthika 
Jayasinghe and Olympian Niluka 
Karunaratne.

 Another significant feature of the 
programme was the ODR  quiz -
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T,sïmsla Wf<f,a Wmf;a T,sïmsla Wf<f,a Wmf;a 
ixfla;d;aul ixj;airh ixfla;d;aul ixj;airh 

cd;Hka;r T,sïmsla Èkh

f,d
j mqrd iqjyila 

ckhd úúOdldrfh-

ka iurk" iEu                                                                                                                                              

                      jirlu 23 fjks 

cQks Èkg fh§ we;s cd;Hka;r T,sïmsla 

Èkh" fujr Y%S ,xld cd;sl T,sïmsla 

lñgqj 14 fjks jrg;a iurk W;al¾Y-

j;a f,i iurk ,§¡ 

 Y%S ,xld cd;sl T,sïmsla lñgqj úiska 

ixúOdkh lrk ,o úÑ;%j;a fm<md- 

,shlska Èk ieureï W;aijh wdrïN 

úh¡ ckdêm;s iy cd;sl T,sïmsla lñgq-

fõ uyf,alï iqf¾Ia iqn%ukshï" ue-

laiafj,a o is,ajd iy Y%S ,xldfõ m%xY 

;dkdm;s tßla ,ej¾gq hk uy;ajreka- 

f.a iïm%odhsl T,sïmsla myk oe,aùfu-

ka miq fm<md,sh ksoyia p;=rY%fhka 

wdrïN úh¡ .sksis¿j oe,aùfï W;ai-

jhg l%Svd wud;HdxYfha f,alï wkqrd-

Od úf–fldaka" T,sïmsla ß§ molalï,dNS 

iqika;sld chisxy iy T,sïmsla l%Säld 

ksÆld lreKdr;ak tlaj isáhd¡

fm<md<sh bÈßfhka" Skating l%Svl 

l%Säldjka bÈßfhka o" wk;=rej wYa-

jdfrdaylhska" T,sïmsla mkaoï jdylh-

ka" iyNd.sjkakka iy hqO yuqod ;+¾h 

jdol lKavdhu ms<sfj,ska wkq.ukh 

l<y¡ fm<md,sh t;ekska T,sïmsla ks-

jyk fj; .uka l< w;r" fyauisß 

m%kdkaÿ Y%jKd.drfha§ .Dyia: l%shd 

ldrlï wdrïN úh¡ tys§ cd;sl T,sïms-

la lñgq iNdm;s iqf¾Ia iqn%ukshï uy;d 

ms<s.ekSfï l;dj isÿ lf<a kj T,sïms-

la Wf<f,a ixfla;d;aul ixj;airh 

ieuÍu i|yd ish¨ fokd fuu ia:d-

khg /iaj isá njhs¡ 

 Tyq mejiqfõ “wo Together hk jpkh 

T,sïmsla wdo¾Y mdGhg kj;u tl;= 

lsÍuls¡ jpkh tlg tl;= lsÍfuka 

‘Reach higher, faster, together’hkak 

w¾: olajhs¡ wms W;aidy lrkafka l%Svd 

iy T,sïmsla l%Svdj ;=<ska iduQysl;a-

jh <Õd lr .ekSug iy jvd fyd| Y%S 

,xldjla lrd .uka lsÍughs¡

 IOC iNdm;s f;dauia neÉ uq,a wdo¾Y mdGh 

fjkia lrñka Tyq f.a lemùu meyeÈ,s 

lf<ah 'iyfhda.S;djh l%Svdj ;=<ska fï 

f,dalh jvd fyd| ;ekla lsÍug wmf.a 

fufyjrg bkaOk imhhs¡ 

 wk;=rej" cd;Hka;r T,sïmsla lñgq-

fõ iNdm;s f;dauia neÉf.a mKsúvfha     

fuf,i i|yka úh" “wmf.a ks¾ud;D 

Pierre de courbetin 1894 § T,sïmsla l%S-

vd mqk¾Ôjkh l< úg" Tyq fuh ÿgqfõ 

cd;Ska iy ñksiqka w;r iduh m%j¾Okh 

lsÍfï ud¾.hla f,ih¡ 'T,sïmsla l%Svd 

wdh;kh iuDoaêu;a jqjfyd- 

;a" th úYaùh iduh iqrlaIs; 

lsÍfï m%n, idOlhla njg 

m;aúh yel,¡ tneúka T,sïms-

la jHdmdrfha wruqK jQfha 

iEu úgu l%Svdj ;=<ska iduh 

m%j¾Okh lsÍuhs¡ T,sïms-

la jHdmdrh ks¾udKh lsÍu 

wm iurk fuu T,sïms-

la Èkh fuu idu fufyhqu 

.ek wmgu u;la lr .ekS-

ug iqÿiqu wjia:djhs¡ l%Svdj 

ieuúgu md,ï f.dvkÕk 

w;r iEu úgu ñksiqka iduf-

hka iy iyfhda.S;djfhka 

tla lrhs¡

ó,. 05

““  wo wo TogetherTogether hk jpkh  hk jpkh 

T,sïmsla wdo¾Y mdGhg T,sïmsla wdo¾Y mdGhg 

kj;u tl;= lsÍuls¡ jpkh kj;u tl;= lsÍuls¡ jpkh 

tlg tl;= lsÍfuka  tlg tl;= lsÍfuka  'Reach 'Reach 
higher, faster, together'higher, faster, together'  

hkak w¾: olajhs¡ hkak w¾: olajhs¡ ””
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wm Ôj;a jk fuu ÿIalr ld,j,§" 

wmg fjk ljrodg;a jvd l%Svdfõ fuu 

tlai;a lsÍfï n,h wjYH fõ¡ fuu 

T,sïmsla wd;auh wmg uÕ fmkajkafka  

iduldó f,dalhla i|yd tlg úhoï 

lsÍfuka wms fõ.fhka hdug" by< b,-

lal lsÍug iy Yla;su;a ùug W;aidy 

lrk neúks¡ fuu T,sïmsla Èkfha§" 

wms f,dj mqrd isák ish¨ fokdf.ka 

'iduhg wjia:djla ,nd fokak' f,i 

b,a,d isák neúka lreKdlr wm yd 

tlajkak”¡

 wk;=rej" Y%S ,xldfõ m%xY ;dkdm;s 

HE Eric Lavertu uy;d /iaj isá msßi 

weu;=fõh¡ “Tn okakd mßÈ" 1894 cqks 23 

jk Èk meßisfha fidafndakays§" Pierre 
de Courbetin úiska .%Sishg Wreu jQ 

T,sïmsla l%Svd mqk¾Ôjkh lsÍug fhda 

-ckd l< w;r" Tyq 1896 iy 1910 § l%Svd 

j, m<uq ixialrK fol i|yd we;kaia 

iy meßia kï lf<ah¡

 th tl, meÍisfha b;d jeo.;a isÿùu-

la jQ w;r 1914 § m<uq f,dal hqoaOfha 

wdrïNh;a iuÕ wjika jQ wmQre l%Svd 

hq.hla f,i wms y÷kajkafkuq¡ fuu 

ixj;airh ieuÍu i|yd m<uq f,dal 

T,sïmsla Èkh 1948 cqks 23 jk Èk 

mj;ajk ,o w;r th jir 74 la mqrd 

iurkq ,efí¡ fuu Èkfha wdo¾Y mdGh 

jkafka wm i|yka lrk mßÈ ,.uka 

lrkak" 

 bf.k .kak iy fidhd .kak, iy 

iduldó f,dalhla i|yd jev lsÍu" 

iduh i|yd igka lsÍug fï Èkj, b;d 

jeo.;a jk w;r th T,sïmsla ják-

dlïj, w¾:hhs¡ Pierre de Coubertin 
f.a woyia iy jákdlï ieuÍu i|yd" 

l%Svdj wmg ñ;%;ajh" W;aidy- fha m%S;sh 

iy iEu úgu wmf.a Wmßuh lsÍug 

W;aidy lrhs. ch.%yKh lsÍu muKla 

fkdj iyNd.S ùu T,sïmsla     jHdm-

drfha b;d jeo.;a jákdlula nj wms 

ljqre;a oksuq¡ we;a; jYfhkau" vkalka 

jhsÜ iy 1948 ,kavka T,sïmsla    l%Svd 

Wf<f,a§ óg¾ 400 lvq¨ u;ska Èùfï ß§ 

molalu fyda 2000 jif¾ isâks T,sïms-

la l%Svd Wf<f,a§ iqika;sld chisxy iy 

óg¾ 200 ß§ molalu .ek i|yka lsÍu 

myiq jkq we;¡ " we;a; jYfhkau" úYs-

Iag u,, l%Svlhska¡

 kuq;a ug kï" u,, l%Svlfhl= tu 

w.hka ukdj ksfhdackh lrhs. 
rK;=x. lreKdkkao iy Tyqf.a óg¾ 

10"000 biõfõ Tyqf.a Odjk ;rÕh iy 

;rÕfhka miq Tyqf.a udkisl ;;ajh 

Tyqg fuu wkaj¾: kduh ,nd ÿkafkah. 
“T,sïmsla b;sydifha jvd;au Woafhda.s 

u;a mrdð;hd”¡ Tyq T,sïmsla jákdlï 

hkq l=ulao iy iyNd.S;ajfha jeo.;a-

lu fmkajñka isáfhah¡ fmdÿrdcH 

uKav,Sh l%Svd Wf<, <Õ§u meñfKk 

w;r ksielju iEu fokdu ta foi n,d 

isák kuq;a ishjilg miq meÍisfha 

jir 2 lska meje;afjk T,sïmsla -

 l%Svd Wf<f,a m%xY wjia:dj .ek i|y-

ka lsÍug uu leue;af;ñ¡ tneúka Tng 

fyd¢ka iQodkï ùug jir 2 la we;s w;r 

2024 § Y%S ,xldfjka iïmQ¾K iyNd.S;a-

jh oelSug uu n,dfmdfrd;a;= fjñ¡ 

fujr fm<md,sh b;d iqúfYaIS isÿùula 

jkq we;s w;r th b;d jeo.;a fohla 

jkq we;ehs uu is;ñ¡ .sïydk T,sïmsla 

Wf<f,a m<uq jrg iudrïNl W;ai-

jh l%Svdx.Kfhka msg;§ meje;afõ¡ 

th l%Svl l%Säldjka 10"500la" rdcH 

kdhlhka 120la fyda rdcH kdhlhka 

160la fndaÜgq 160lska iukaú; Seine ys 

fm<md,shla jkq we;¡ th f,dj úYd-

,;u T,sïmsla Wf<, njg m;ajkq we;¡

 2024 meßisfha isák ish¨ fokdgu 

i;=g yd idufha l%Svd jkq we;ehs ud 

n,dfmdfrd;a;= jk w;r" Y%S ,xldfõ 

wm iefjdu fï jk úg uqyqK § isák 

ÿIalr ;;a;ajfhka ñ§ meßia 2024 ish¨ 

Y%S ,dxlslhskag T,sïmsla jákdlï tlg 

ieuÍug iy we;a; jYfhkau iyNd.S 

jk ish¨u Y%S ,dxlslhska Èßu;a lsÍug 

wjia:djla jkq we;ehs uu n,dfmd-

frd;a;= fjñ¡'

 fuu jevigyfka ;j;a ie,lsh hq;= wx-

.hla jQfha" "Move, learn and Discov-
er" hk T,sïmsla Èk l=¿Kq j,ska tlla 

hgf;a ODR‍ m%Yak úpdrd;aul jevi-

gykhs¡ iïmq¾Kfhkau iyNd.sjkakka 

275 la isáhy¡ ;rÕfha ch.%dylhska 

jQfha -- 1¡ rdyq,a fchka;ka" 2¡ wdl¾IK 

fma%ïl=ud¾ iy f,uqfj,a m;aumqjfka-

kao%ka¡ 

 Y%S ,xld cd;sl T,sïmsla lñgqfõ uy-

f,alï uelaiafj,a o is,ajd uy;df.a 

iudma;s m%ldYfhka wk;=rej iyNd.S 

jQ ish¨u fokd i|yd Laser Gun iy 

Zumba ieisjdr iuÕ W;aijh ksudjg 

m;a úh¡ 
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TTwenty-year-old Sri Lanka 
born Tennis player Adithya 
Karunaratne is blazing the 

trail in Hong Kong courts by keep-
ing her now adopted flag high in the 
international Tennis circuit. Now 
taking part in the $ 25,000/- Volvo 
Cup she met Perez Garcia M from 
Colombia who has a career-high 
doubles ranking of No. 374 in the 
quarter finals and the won the 
match at 7-5, 6-4.  

 Adithya will now meet highflying 
world 99th ranker Valarie Savinykh 
of Russia in the semi-final tie this 
evening.      

 This is one of the toughest tourna-
ments in the world and she is on 
7-week tour in Madrid and Portugal. 
Madrid Two $25,000/, s and Two $ 
60,000/ tournaments and Portugal 3, 
$ 25,000/ tournaments. 

 She has earned 10 more pro points 
and that makes her total WTA points 
117. Adithya is Expecting to go to 
WTA 300 level soon. This year her 
target is to break Grand slam cutoff 
level   WTA 240. 

  As at 6 June 2022, her WTA singles 
ranking is 456 and the ITF Singles 
Ranking is 126 and her profession-
al win-loss record for 2022 which 
Includes ITF, WTA and Billie Jean 
King Cup professional level results 
overall is 62% Win rate. Adithya 
Karunaratne total salary this year is 
2K €, but in career she earned total 
13K €. Please note that total salary 
is calculated only from the tourna-
ments' prize money, sponsorships 
earnings aren’t calculated in this 
amount.   Adithya who moved from 
the Greenpath hustle and bustle in 
Sri Lanka as a junior yearning for 
a fresh beginning for the game she 
loves, her high studies. 

 She also loves to keep herself oc-
cupied with her music and guitar 
playing. Now a law student moved 
to Spain six years ago to play on Eu-
rope’s competitive ITF circuit. The 
former Renaissance College student 
says Hong Kong is her home and she 
hopes to represent the city in all the 
major team competitions. 

 Adithya Karunaratne has a couple 
of life options. She could follow a 
career in classical guitar or consid-
er a future in law after she was re-
cently accepted by a top university 
in London. For now, though, the 
20-year-old is focused on one thing 
– rising up the tennis rankings and 
representing Hong Kong at major 
team events. 

 Karunaratne, who was born in Sri 
Lanka and moved to Hong Kong 
when she was five, but initially she 
opted to represent Sri Lanka. But, 
in her teens she chose to represent 
her adopted country – Hong Kong 
and is playing the arduous and com-
petitive ITF circuit in Europe as she 
tries to fulfil her sporting ambition 
of one day mixing it up with the best 
players in the world. 
 The Hong Kong Sports Institute 
scholarship athlete moved to Spain 
in 2015 in a bid to expand her tennis 
with more coaching and more tour-
naments. 

 “The thing is in Hong Kong, we 
didn’t really see a strong culture 
for sports, it was very oriented to-
wards academics and there was 
no real tournament circuit,” said 
Karunaratne, whose father, a retired 
financial consultant, is with her in 
their Barcelona base. 
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Highflying Aditya Karunaratne
marks her presence in the HK circuit
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 In addition to Griffith University in 
Australia and the University of Bir-
mingham, it also includes Western 
University in Canada and Stellen-
bosch University in South Africa, 
who have expanded the reach of 
GAPS across the Commonwealth. It 
is supported by the Commonwealth 
Sport Foundation, UK Sport, the 
high-performance sport agency and 
PacificAus Sports, the Australian 
Government funded sporting op-
portunities programme.

 The GAPS camp in Birmingham saw 
athletes and coaches engage with 
the three Commonwealth sports 
of para athletics, powerlifting, and 
para table tennis across a week of 
wide-ranging practical and class-
room-based activities. In total there 
were 61 athletes and 40 coaches 
from 21 Commonwealth nations.

 CGF President Dame Louise Martin 
said: “I am delighted that the GAPS 
programme is back for the Birming-
ham 2022 Commonwealth Games.

 The GAPS programme ensures that 
the athletes and coaches participat-
ing have an opportunity to get to the 
upcoming Commonwealth Games 
successfully, are able to enjoy them-
selves and go back to their nations 
to showcase what they were able to 
achieve at a Games to inspire others 
to do the same.

 As the attendees enjoy the world-
class facilities and experience, I 
would like to thank our new-and-re-
turning partners to the GAPS pro-
gramme who make the camps pos-
sible.

 I look forward to seeing some of 
the 130 attendees in Birmingham 
this week returning to shine at the 
Games in the summer." 

 CGF Vice President Chris Jenkins, 
who is Chair of the CGF Develop-
ment Committee, said: “The goal of 
GAPS is to offer emerging athletes 
and coaches from the Common-
wealth access to additional skills, 
knowledge, and resources so they 
can make a real difference in their 
own communities.

 Through our expanding partner-
ships, we can really shift mindsets 
and reinforce the fundamental hu-
man right for women, girls, and 
people with a disability to be includ-
ed in their sport pathways.

 As GAPS continues to grow and 
strengthen across the Common-
wealth, I would like to thank all our 
partners who help us to stage these 
amazing camps and ultimately cre-
ate tangible opportunities for peo-
ple to grow and develop through 
sport.

 With less than 100 days to go to the 
start of Birmingham 2022, is very 
special to be in the host city and to 
harness the inspiration impact of 
the Commonwealth Games to drive 
positive change across our nations 
and territories."

 Griffith University Associate Profes-
sor Clare Minahan said: “Some of 
the best athletes in the world may 
reside in developing nations of the 
Commonwealth.

 “As people with a deep love of sport, 
we have a responsibility to discover 
and nurture talent by offering pro-
grams that provided athletes from 
developing nations opportunities to 
reach their potential and represent 
their country on the world stage. 
This is GAPS.”

 UK Sport Head of External Affairs 
and International Relations Clare 
Barrell said: “We are delighted to -

partner with the CGF to support the 
delivery of GAPS – Gather, Adjust, 
Prepare, Sustain, and fully believe 
in its’ mission to increase the partic-
ipation of para-athletes from under-
represented countries at B2022 and 
future Commonwealth Games.

 “Collaboration and inspiring pos-
itive change are at the heart of UK 
Sport’s new mission and camps like 
these are so important for para-ath-
letes from less resourced countries 
in Oceania, Europe, the Americas, 
the Caribbean and – in particular for 
us at UK Sport – Africa, where our 
support is primarily being placed."

 University of Birmingham Director 
of The Graduate School of Sport and 
Professional Practice Barry Drust 
said: “It has been an absolute priv-
ilege to be able to help organise the 
GAPS camp this week.

 “Having the opportunity to sup-
port the developmental journeys of 
so many athletes and coaches from 
around the Commonwealth is amaz-
ing. The chance for both the staff 
and student volunteers to support 
this has also provided valuable re-
al-world experience and learning 
for everyone.

  I have no doubt that this is not just 
changing the lives of individuals 
who are participating on the camp 
but also impacting the way that we 
here at the university think about 
the barriers to participation and 
how they can be removed."    
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