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SCOTLAND WOMEN'S HOCKEY SQUAD
ANNOUNCED FOR BIRMINGHAM 2022

n exciting Scotland wom-
en’s hockey squad has been
selected to represent Team

Scotland at the Commonwealth
Games in Birmingham this July.

The squad, captained by Bor-
ders-born Olympic bronze medallist
Sarah Robertson, is a strong blend
between experience and youth tal-
ent. There are nine players making
their Commonwealth Games debut
alongside nine players who played
at Gold Coast.

Scotland has been drawn in Wom-
en’s Pool B with Australia; New Zea-
land; South Africa; and Kenya in
Birmingham and go into the tourna-
ment in high spirits.

Sarah Robertson, who was recent-

ly announced as squad captain, will
play in her third Commonwealth
Games in Birmingham. Robertson
said, “Being captain offers a differ-
ent dynamic for me and it’s a huge
honour to captain the team at the
Commonwealth Games.

The group is in a really good place so
it’s exciting moving into the summer.

“We haven't really seen much of
some of the other countries; for ex-
ample Australia and New Zealand
have only really been playing each
other, so we've not had many matches
against those countries. So it’s a bit of
an unknown but we're in a really good
group and I think we can cause an up-
set.

Continued on Page 05
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“T think the squad is a really good
blend of people who have been
there and done it, and then some of
the players going for the first time
still have 50 or 60 caps. So we've got
a group who have played together
for quite a few years now.

“After Covid it’s so good to come
together again as a team and then
with other sports at a major event as
Team Scotland. It’s a unique feeling,
and a feeling that people have really
missed, so it’s always special to wear
the tartan and join together with the
other sports.”

The selected squad has 18 players,
including GB internationalists, Amy
Costello from Edinburgh; Dundo-
nian, Charlotte Watson; Glaswe-
gian, Jenny Eadie; and Helensburgh
native, Fiona Burnet.

Itll be a first Games experience

for talented youngsters Bronwyn
Shields, from Glasgow; and Ellie
Wilson, from Edinburgh; and Eve
Pearson from Dunfermline.

20 year old Pearson added, “I'm ab-
solutely buzzing. It'll obviously be
my first Commonwealth Games and
my first caps as well. This is huge for
me. After Ijoined the squad I started
to believe in myself. Once I started
training I took the pressure off my-
self and it made me able to perform
to the best of my abilities.

“I feel so lucky to be playing along-
side all the girls in the team; the
first game against South Africa will
be my first cap and that’s the game
that’ll be the massive one for me.”

Scotland’s opening match against
South Africa will also be extra spe-
cial for Heather McEwan who was
born in South Africa,

and will earn her first Scotland cap
in Birmingham against the country
of her birth. McEwan said, “Being
selected is the best feeling in the
world. It’s going to be great to be
there to win my first cap, but to play
that game against South Africa is
amazing. I've come a long way and
I'm just so excited to be part of it.

“I think as a team we've really come
far in our rebuild, so I'd really like
to see us medalling and doing really
well. It’s been part of our change in
mind-set from the start, so we’re not
just going to compete, we're going
to try and get a medal. I really think
with this squad we can do that.”

Scotland women are in tremendous
form following victories over Wales
in two recent test series’, on the back
of winning two of the three matches
in a series against Ireland in Belfast.

Elinor Middlemiss, Team Scotland
Chef de Mission said, “I am abso-
lutely delighted for all the players
selected for the women’s hockey
squad. Representing Scotland is in-
credibly special and taking part in
a UK-based Games will be a very
special moment for these players.
There is a great mix of experience in
this squad and I am looking forward
to seeing the players compete in Bir-
mingham.”

Chris Duncan, head coach of the
Scotland women’s squad, said, “I'm
really excited. Obviously the selec-
tion period is very tough for so many
reasons but from my perspective we
have selected an extremely exciting
squad. There’s balance across the
squad in terms of different charac-
teristics and personalities, which
I think really bring things to life,
and I really feel like we've picked an
amazingly strong squad that allows
us to go down to Birmingham and
make a great account of ourselves.

“Our expectation is to go and play
our brand of hockey and show our
brand of hockey to the world. That’s
the chance you have when you play
on the world stage, which is some-
thing we don't get all the time, so
we’ll go down there with high hopes
to show people what we can do. If
we focus on process, and do the best
we can, then results will take care of
themselves.

“To see other athletes competing,
and be in and around the events
will be great, but I already feel like
there’s a real sense of team. We'll
not just be there as Scottish Hockey,
we're there as Team Scotland, and I
know the success of other athletes
and teams will really help push us
on to try and do something special.”

The hockey competition runs from
29 July to 8 August at the University
of Birmingham Hockey and Squash
Centre.

Player Club

Amy Costello The University of Edinburgh
Amy Gibson Der Club An Der Alster
Becky Ward Western Wildcats

Bronwyn Shields Clydesdale Western
Charlotte Watson Loughborough University

Ellie Wilson Watsonians
Eve Pearson The University of Edinburgh
Fiona Burnet Wimbledon

Heather McEwan Royal Victory

Jennifer Eadie = Wimbledon

Jessica Ross The University of Edinburgh
Katie Robertson (VC) The University of Edinburgh
Louise Campbell The University of Edinburgh
Millie Steiger Clydesdale Western
Nicola Cochrane Wimbledon

Robyn Collins  Surbiton

Sarah Jamieson Watsonians

Sarah Robertson (C) Hampstead and Westminste

Reserves

Bex Condie University of Birmingham
Emily Dark Watsonians

Fiona Semple Clydesdale Western

Athletic Terrassa
Der Club An Der Alster

Jess Buchanan
Laura Swanson
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HIGHFLYING ADITYA KARUNARATNE

MARKS HER PRESENCE IN THE HK CIRCUIT

Twenty-year-old Sri Lanka
I born Tennis player Adithya
Karunaratne is blazing the
trail in Hong Kong courts by keep-
ing her now adopted flag high in the
international Tennis circuit. Now
taking part in the $ 25,000/~ Volvo
Cup she met Perez Garcia M from
Colombia who has a career-high
doubles ranking of No. 374 in the
quarter finals and the won the
match at 7-5, 6-4.

Adithya will now meet highflying
world 99th ranker Valarie Savinykh
of Russia in the semi-final tie this
evening.

This is one of the toughest tourna-
ments in the world and she is on

7-week tour in Madrid and Portugal.
Madrid Two $25,000/, s and Two $
60,000/ tournaments and Portugal 3,
$ 25,000/ tournaments.

Adithya Karunaratne is trying to make it on the women’s tour by competing on the brutal ITF circuit in Europe

She has earned 10 more pro points
and that makes her total WTA points
117. Adithya is Expecting to go to
WTA 300 level soon. This year her
target is to break Grand slam cutoff
level WTA 240.

As at 6 June 2022, her WTA singles
ranking is 456 and the ITF Singles
Ranking is 126 and her profession-
al win-loss record for 2022 which
Includes ITF, WTA and Billie Jean
King Cup professional level results
overall is 62% Win rate. Adithya
Karunaratne total salary this year is
2K €, but in career she earned total
13K €. Please note that total salary
is calculated only from the tourna-
ments' prize money, sponsorships
earnings aren't calculated in this
amount. Adithya who moved from
the Greenpath hustle and bustle in
Sri Lanka as a junior yearning for
a fresh beginning for the game she
loves, her high studies.

She also loves to keep herself oc-
cupied with her music and guitar
playing. Now a law student moved
to Spain six years ago to play on Eu-
rope’s competitive ITF circuit. The
former Renaissance College student
says Hong Kong is her home and she
hopes to represent the city in all the
major team competitions.

Adithya Karunaratne has a couple
of life options. She could follow a
career in classical guitar or consid-
er a future in law after she was re-
cently accepted by a top university
in London. For now, though, the
20-year-old is focused on one thing
- rising up the tennis rankings and
representing Hong Kong at major
team events.

Karunaratne, who was born in Sri
Lanka and moved to Hong Kong
when she was five, but initially she
opted to represent Sri Lanka. But,
in her teens she chose to represent
her adopted country - Hong Kong
and is playing the arduous and com-
petitive ITF circuit in Europe as she
tries to fulfil her sporting ambition
of one day mixing it up with the best
players in the world.

The Hong Kong Sports Institute
scholarship athlete moved to Spain
in 2015 in a bid to expand her tennis
with more coaching and more tour-
naments.

“The thing is in Hong Kong, we
didn’t really see a strong culture
for sports, it was very oriented to-
wards academics and there was
no real tournament circuit,” said
Karunaratne, whose father, a retired
financial consultant, is with her in
their Barcelona base.
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