Tuesday 12" April 2022

L ANKA

SPORTS NEWS

OLYMPIC

WEEKLY

N EWS

ISSUE -113

BULLET.

Commonwealth 2022

SRI LANKA

UP'TO

BIRMINGHAM

CHALLENGE

iscounting the unhealthy re-
Dcent vibes, there is encourag-

ing news for the sports frater-
nity of our little island of splendour.
The news is right now all is ready for
the Lankan participation in the XXII
Commonwealth Games scheduled
to be held in Birmingham, England
from 28 July to 8 August 2022.

Last week the former chief of staff
General Dampath Fernando now at-
tached to Meldtacorp Group of Com-
panies took wing to Birmingham to
attend a confab on the same and also
make a first-hand assessment of the
enormity of the 2022 task of being a
part of the games proper in his -

designated capacity of chef-de-mis-
sion.

Unlike his previous experiences in
other games in the same capacity,
Gen. Fernando recons the Birming-
ham challenge is more meaningful.
He explained “It was a different expe-
rience. In fact, I have taken part in
other international competitions like
the South Asian Games and the Asian
Games in the capacity of chef-de-
mission; the Birmingham experience
looks more challenging.

“Generally the hosting nation organ-
ise this meeting well in advance, but
because of this Covid situation they-

could not invite us to Birmingham
and they conducted the meeting on-
line. Nonetheless, it was very effec-
tive. We discussed many subjects in
detail, but with that, the organising
committee of the Commonwealth
Games held this meeting - “Open
Days” so we got the opportunity of
seeing the location in person. I could
say that the city of Birmingham is
quite excited about the coming event.
We noticed the preparations that
were going on. At the same time, the
meeting was meticulously planned
and programmed. We had a good ex-
perience there.

Continued on Page 02
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All the subjects pertaining to the
organising of the Commonwealth
Games will be held from 28 July to 8
August 2022.

Taking on the subject of the games
having four major locations Gen
Fernando explained - “This is how
they have planned this programme
for three days - the first session we
started around 8 am to 11 am. All the
heads and the members are respon-
sible for various areas like sports en-
tries, in terms of accreditation,
Covid-19 protocols, venues

and training facilities, ac-
commodation and logis-

tics also transportation

is quite diversified.

There were
presentations
and sessions
of Q and A;
in fact, this
meeting was
attended by 90
delegates  rep-
resenting 54
countries  and
the meeting was
held at the loca-
tion where we
were accommo-
dated - Grand
Hotel Birming-
ham.

After the Q & A
session, we had
the opportunity
of visiting the

various  desks
and meeting
those people

whom we have

encountered and clarify our individ-
ual queries pertaining to our partic-
ular countries. Thereafter we were
taken to visit the respective venues.

“On the first day, we
visited Birmingham
University, which is
where they are going
o =

accommodate the larger number of
athletes and officials.”

It is different to the Olympic
Games or the Asian Games,
where they have only one vil-
lage. Here they do not have a
“Village” per se, but they have
three villages - Birmingham
University, Warwick Universi-
ty and the CGB. In the midst,
there is the CGW (University of
Warwick), CGN (Which includes
two large hotels -- Hotel
Metropolitan, Bir-
mingham and Moxy

Hotel). CGN really

is the key loca-

tion in terms of

competition and

training venues.

This location is

close to two ma-

jor competition

venues  where

they would stage
the majority of the disciplines.
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After the initial familiarisation pro-
gramme, we got the opportunity of
savouring the splendour of the main
Alexander stadium where they are
scheduled to have the opening and
closing ceremonies. He added “Most
of the venues - the training venues
and the competition venues are up
and running. However, the location
for swimming is still under comple-
tion and it should be ready by July.”

GoodSport inquired about his im-
pression of how the Lankan contin-
gent would absorb themselves into
this scenario?

“Having mingled with other dele-
gates I came to know, that the con-
tingents coming from smaller na-
tions are quite minimal. I spoke to
a few of the chef-de-missions coun-
tries representing akin Sri Lanka
they said their contingents would be
in the region of 25-40. Considering I
am quite elated that our contingent
is in the region of 115 athletes and a
total tour squad of nearly 170; com-
paratively, it is quite a large repre-
sentation.

"

“At the same time, we are going to
take part in thirteen disciplines out
of the thirty and we feel that is an
opportunity that is bestowed upon
us. We must thank the National
Olympic Committee and the Minis-
try of Sports because in a situation
of this nature that we are experienc-
ing at present; taking a bold deci-
sion of this nature is commendable.

“I feel the exposure that our ath-
letes would experience will be
immeasurable. For the past two/
or three years, we have had hard-
ly any sports internally because of
the Covid-19 situation and that pre-
vented us from taking part in many
international competitions, other
than the Olympics.

‘Commonwealth Games which is
well known for its diversity with the
participation of 54 countries and the
competitive challenge that it propa-
gates is immense. Here there would
be many athletes who have won
medals at the Olympic Games and
being on the same stage with them
is an opportunity and a measuring
tool.

At the same time, the national fed-
erations along with the coaches and
the officials also good have a respon-
sibility to do their best. Now it’s only
around a hundred days left for the
competitions and they now have
to gear themselves to live up to the
challenge. In short, they have to be
active and truly competitive while in
Birmingham.”

GoodSport asked about the NOC SL
take on it.

Gen Fernando replied “The NOC
SL responsibility I say would be to
handle the coordination. We are the
backbone and the gatekeepers of
this task are to coordinate between
the host nation and us. During the
three days in Birmingham, we ac-
complished a great deal. Myself and
my Secretary-General Maxwell de
Silva visited door-to-door talking to
all respective groups and discussed
all issues and concerns and we were
able to accomplish more than 85% of
them successfully.”
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CGF HAS CONFIRMED THAT 2026 COMMONWEALTH GAMES
WILL BE HOSTED BY THE STATE OF VICTORIA IN AUSTRALIA

he announcement follows a
I successful exclusive dialogue
period between the CGF,
Commonwealth Games Australia
(CGAus) and Victoria, where an ex-
citing proposal to stage the major
multi-sport competition across the
State was agreed.

The proposal capitalises on the
2026/30 Strategic Roadmap, which
provides renewed flexibility to be
innovative and creative in delivering
the Games.

In what will be a first ever predom-
inantly regional Commonwealth
Games, Victoria 2026 will be staged
in March 2026 across multiple cities
and regional hubs including Mel-
bourne, Geelong, Bendigo, Ballarat
and Gippsland. The Opening Cer-
emony will take place at the icon-
ic Melbourne Cricket Ground. The
approach will showcase the best of
what the State has to offer and en-
sure a uniquely Victorian experi-
ence for the athletes and spectators.

There will be a phased approach in
creating the sports programme for
Victoria 2026.

An initial 16 sports have been put
forward for the Games, with further
sports to be added later this year.

The CGF, CGAus and Victoria en-
tered an exclusive dialogue period
in February 2022. A CGF and CGAus
visit to Victoria took place later that
month. This was followed by a Vic-
toria 2026 delegation presenting
their 2026 Games Proposal to the
CGF Executive Board in Birming-
ham, England in March 2022.

The Proposal has now been ap-
proved by the CGF Executive Board,
with the Host Contract to be signed
in Victoria today.

CGF President Dame Louise Martin
said: “The Commonwealth Games
Federation is absolutely delighted
to award the 2026 Commonwealth
Games to Victoria.

Commonwealth Games Australia
and the Victorian Government have
set out a bold and innovative vision
for hosting our major multi-sport
event.

In Victoria, we believe we have
found the perfect partner for the
next stage of our journey.

This is a very special moment for
the Commonwealth Sport Family
and on behalf of the entire Move-
ment, I would like to congratulate
Commonwealth Games Australia
and Victoria on their successful
Games submission. We now look
forward to a bright future as we
work together to stage a Common-
wealth Games like no other.”

Premier of Victoria Daniel Andrews
said: “It’s a great honour to have Vic-
toria chosen as the host venue for
the 2026 Commonwealth Games -
we can’t wait to welcome the world
to all of our state.”

Continued on Page 03
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“The Commonwealth Games in re-
gional Victoria is great for jobs, hos-
pitality and our economy.”

Australia has staged the Common-

wealth Games on five occasions,
with Victoria playing host to the
Melbourne 2006 Games; widely con-
sidered one of the most successful
editions of the event in history.

“The country has also staged the
Games in Sydney in 1938, Perth in
1962, Brisbane in 1982 and most re-
cently Gold Coast in 2018. Victoria
has also hosted the Commonwealth
Youth Games in Bendigo in 2004."

Commonwealth Games Australia
President Ben Houston said:

“Commonwealth Games Australia
is thrilled to welcome the athletes of
the Commonwealth back to Austra-
lia and we look forward to working
with both the CGF and the -

Victorian Government to bring the
Games to life across Victoria in
2026.”

“A home Games will provide im-
measurable benefits for our Mem-
ber sports and will inspire our ath-
letes in what will be a unique and
exciting Games”.

The 2026 Games will be the 23rd
edition of the major multi-sport
competition, which first began in
Hamilton, Canada in 1930.

Victoria is a world-leading major
events and tourism destination. The
State has a strong track record for
staging high profile sporting com-
petitions including The Australian
Open tennis grand slam, the Mel-
bourne Formula 1 Grand Prix and
the Melbourne Cup.

Victoria also regularly hosts elite
cricket, golf and Australian Rules
Football competition.

The 2022 Commonwealth Games
will be staged in Birmingham, En-
gland from 28 July - 8 August.

VICTORIA 2026: INITIAL 16 SPORTS ON THE PROGRAMME

Sport Proposed Location
Aquatics

(Swimming, Para Swimming and Diving) Geelong
Athletics & Para Athletics Ballarat
Badminton Gippsland
Boxing Ballarat

Beach Volleyball Geelong

Cricket T20 Geelong, Gippsland, Ballarat, Bendigo
Cycling Gippsland to Bendigo
Gymnastics Geelong

Hockey Geelong

Lawn Bowls & Para Lawn Bowls Bendigo

Netball Bendigo

Rugby Sevens Gippsland
Squash Bendigo

Table Tennis & Para Table Tennis Geelong
Triathlon & Para Triathlon Geelong

Weightlifting & Para Powerlifting

Bendigo



