Tuesday 05 April 2022

A SALarca i

Q585

L ANKA

SPORTS NEWS

OLYMPIC

Tounvenuesyisitivillagestandinieetiwithikeyiniembersiofistaffi

WEEKLY

N EWS

ISSUE -112

BULLET.

NOC'SRI'LANKADELEGATESTAMONG
THECOMMONWEALTRIGAMES CONTINGENT

ore than 90 delegates repre-
senting 58 Commonwealth
nations and territories visit-

ed the West Midlands as part of their
preparations for the Birmingham
2022 Commonwealth Games. Repre-
senting Sri Lanka were NOC SL Pres-
ident Suresh Subramaniam, NOC SL
Secretary General Maxwell de Silva
and chef-de-mission Commonwealth
Games General (Rtd) Dampath Fer-
nando.

The delegates who represented na-

tions and territories from all six re-
gions of the Commonwealth, were
able to tour venues, visit villages and
meet with key members of staff -

from Birmingham 2022 and the Com-
monwealth Games Federation, to dis-
cuss important topics such as sport,
village accommodation, accredita-
tion, ceremonies and transport.

Included in the four-day visit
have been tours of the brand-new
Sandwell Aquatics Centre which will
host swimming, Para swimming and
diving at the Games, and the new-
ly transformed Alexander Stadium,
which will host the Opening and
Closing Ceremonies, as well as the
athletics and Para athletics events.

The delegates were also taken to
three campus villages for the Games -

at the University of Warwick, the NEC
and the University of Birmingham.

The latter two sites are also locations

for competition venues and train-
ing venues, so are key hubs for the
Birmingham 2022 Commonwealth
Games.

The representatives from the in-
ternational teams were also given
a warm welcome at official events
hosted by Birmingham City Council,
University of Birmingham, Common-
wealth Games England and the Com-
monwealth Games Federation.

Continued on Page 02
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"We are looking forward to being
here for the Games"

- Lovie Santana, Chef de Mission for
the Trinidad and Tobago Team

Scott Stevenson, Director of Sport
for Commonwealth Games Canada,
said: “I'm very impressed with the fa-
cilities for the Games. The Sandwell
Aquatics Centre will serve the teams
really well and it is an exciting venue.
It has everything we need for warm-
up facilities for both swimming and
diving and the dry dive facilities are
excellent - that’s not something that
everyone thinks of.”

Lovie Santana, Chef de Mission for
the Trinidad and Tobago team, said:
“Birmingham is a beautiful city and I
think one of the things that stood out
for me, coming from the Caribbean
and coming from a friendly country,
is that I feel that same energy here.

“Based on what we have seen over
the last few days, I think there is a
lot of excitement for the Games. We
are in the final stages of preparation
and going through our qualification
phases. We are looking forward to
being here for the Games.”

CGF CEO, Katie Sadleir, said: “It has
been wonderful to have so many of
our Commonwealth Games Associa-
tions in Birmingham this week. After
such a difficult period that has pre-
vented us from travelling and being
together, the Open Days this week
have made the 2022 Commonwealth
Games feel that bit closer.

I know all of the CGAs have been
impressed with preparations for Bir-
mingham 2022 and alongside our 72
nations and territories, we will de-
liver an event that will showcase the
very best of the city, the country, and
the Commonwealth.”

Ashwin Lokare, Head of Games
Family Services for Birmingham
2022, said: “It has been an absolute
pleasure to be able to welcome del-
egates to Birmingham this week and
we have been delighted to bring rep-
resentatives from so many teams
together, so that we can brief them
on our preparations for the Birming-
ham 2022 Commonwealth Games.

“Although we have been sharing
information, photos and videos reg-
ularly through our virtual regional -

NOC Sri Lanka Secreig.lry General Maxwell de Silva during the meeting

meetings it is important for these
delegates to be able to see our key
facilities for themselves, meet key
staff members and I hope that this
visit will have provided essential in-
formation for all the teams, to assist
them with their final preparations
for the Games.

“We look forward to welcoming all
of the nations and territories back to

Birmingham in July.”

- Birmingham?2022
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DAVIS CUP AND ASIAN GAMES TENNIS EVENTS
RESCHEDULED T0 AVOID FIXTURE CONGESTION

India will now play their Davis Cup tie in Norway on September 14-15 before traveling to China for the Asian Games
tennis events from September 18-24. Dates for the tennis events at the Asian Games 2022 and the Davis Cup 2022
World Group I matches scheduled later this year have been revised to avoid a fixture congestion.

ates for the tennis events at
D the Asian Games 2022 and the
Davis Cup 2022 World Group
I matches scheduled later this year

have been revised to avoid a fixture
congestion.

Earlier, the Asian Games tennis
events were scheduled from Sep-
tember 10 to 14 while the Davis Cup
World Group I matches were to be
held on September 16-17 or 17-18,
leaving very little gap between the

two events.

The All-India Tennis Association
(AITA) had filed an appeal to the In-
ternational Tennis Federation (ITF)
to have the dates changed so India
could send their best teams to both
the showpiece events, reported PTI.

With India scheduled to play an
away Davis Cup tie against Norway,
the AITA had argued that reach-
ing China from Norway and being
match ready was not possible in
such a short time.

The Asian Games 2022 will be held
in Hangzhou, China from Septem-
ber 10 to 25.

The Asian Tennis Federation (ATF)
and AITA together convinced the
ITF to revise the dates for the Davis
Cup World Group I matches. The
ATF also made tweaks to the Asian
Games tennis schedule to ensure op-
timal conditions.

The Davis Cup tie between India
and Norway and that of nine other -

Asian tennis teams will now be held
on September 14-15 while the Asian
Games tennis events will be held
from September 18-24.

Overall, 24 countries will be compet-
ing in the World Group I stage with
12 winners progressing to next year’s
qualifying round while the losers
dropping into Group I play-off zone.
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