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More than 90 delegates repre-
senting 58 Commonwealth 
nations and territories visit-

ed the West Midlands as part of their 
preparations for the Birmingham 
2022 Commonwealth Games. Repre-
senting Sri Lanka were NOC SL Pres-
ident Suresh Subramaniam, NOC SL 
Secretary General Maxwell de Silva 
and chef-de-mission Commonwealth 
Games General (Rtd) Dampath Fer-
nando. 

 The delegates who represented na-
tions and territories from all six re-
gions of the Commonwealth, were 
able to tour venues, visit villages and 
meet with key members of staff -

from Birmingham 2022 and the Com-
monwealth Games Federation, to dis-
cuss important topics such as sport, 
village accommodation, accredita-
tion, ceremonies and transport.

 Included in the four-day visit 
have been tours of the brand-new 
Sandwell Aquatics Centre which will 
host swimming, Para swimming and 
diving at the Games, and the new-
ly transformed Alexander Stadium, 
which will host the Opening and 
Closing Ceremonies, as well as the 
athletics and Para athletics events. 

 The delegates were also taken to 
three campus villages for the Games -

at the University of Warwick, the NEC 
and the University of Birmingham. 

  The latter two sites are also locations 
for competition venues and train-
ing venues, so are key hubs for the 
Birmingham 2022 Commonwealth 
Games.

 The representatives from the in-
ternational teams were also given 
a warm welcome at official events 
hosted by Birmingham City Council, 
University of Birmingham, Common-
wealth Games England and the Com-
monwealth Games Federation.
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"We are looking forward to being 
here for the Games"
- Lovie Santana, Chef de Mission for 
the Trinidad and Tobago Team

 Scott Stevenson, Director of Sport 
for Commonwealth Games Canada, 
said: “I’m very impressed with the fa-
cilities for the Games. The Sandwell 
Aquatics Centre will serve the teams 
really well and it is an exciting venue. 
It has everything we need for warm-
up facilities for both swimming and 
diving and the dry dive facilities are 
excellent – that’s not something that 
everyone thinks of.”
 
 Lovie Santana, Chef de Mission for 
the Trinidad and Tobago team, said: 
“Birmingham is a beautiful city and I 
think one of the things that stood out 
for me, coming from the Caribbean 
and coming from a friendly country, 
is that I feel that same energy here.
 
 “Based on what we have seen over 
the last few days, I think there is a 
lot of excitement for the Games. We 
are in the final stages of preparation 
and going through our qualification 
phases. We are looking forward to 
being here for the Games.”

 CGF CEO, Katie Sadleir, said: “It has 
been wonderful to have so many of 
our Commonwealth Games Associa-
tions in Birmingham this week. After 
such a difficult period that has pre-
vented us from travelling and being 
together, the Open Days this week 
have made the 2022 Commonwealth 
Games feel that bit closer. 

 I know all of the CGAs have been 
impressed with preparations for Bir-
mingham 2022 and alongside our 72 
nations and territories, we will de-
liver an event that will showcase the 
very best of the city, the country, and 
the Commonwealth.”

  Ashwin Lokare, Head of Games 
Family Services for Birmingham 
2022, said: “It has been an absolute 
pleasure to be able to welcome del-
egates to Birmingham this week and 
we have been delighted to bring rep-
resentatives from so many teams 
together, so that we can brief them 
on our preparations for the Birming-
ham 2022 Commonwealth Games.

 “Although we have been sharing 
information, photos and videos reg-
ularly through our virtual regional -

meetings it is important for these 
delegates to be able to see our key 
facilities for themselves, meet key 
staff members and I hope that this 
visit will have provided essential in-
formation for all the teams, to assist 
them with their final preparations 
for the Games.
 
 “We look forward to welcoming all 
of the nations and territories back to 
Birmingham in July.”

- Birmingham2022

From page 01

NOC Sri Lanka Secretary General Maxwell de Silva during the meeting
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Dates for the tennis events at 
the Asian Games 2022 and the 
Davis Cup 2022 World Group 

I matches scheduled later this year 
have been revised to avoid a fixture 
congestion. 

 Earlier, the Asian Games tennis 
events were scheduled from Sep-
tember 10 to 14 while the Davis Cup 
World Group I matches were to be 
held on September 16-17 or 17-18, 
leaving very little gap between the 
two events. 
 
 The All-India Tennis Association 
(AITA) had filed an appeal to the In-
ternational Tennis Federation (ITF) 
to have the dates changed so India 
could send their best teams to both 
the showpiece events, reported PTI. 

  Asian tennis teams will now be held 
on September 14-15 while the Asian 
Games tennis events will be held 
from September 18-24. 

 Overall, 24 countries will be compet-
ing in the World Group I stage with 
12 winners progressing to next year’s 
qualifying round while the losers 
dropping into Group I play-off zone. 

Davis Cup and Asian Games tennis events
rescheduled to avoid fixture congestion 

 With India scheduled to play an 
away Davis Cup tie against Norway, 
the AITA had argued that reach-
ing China from Norway and being 
match ready was not possible in 
such a short time. 

 The Asian Games 2022 will be held 
in Hangzhou, China from Septem-
ber 10 to 25. 

 The Asian Tennis Federation (ATF) 
and AITA together convinced the 
ITF to revise the dates for the Davis 
Cup World Group I matches. The 
ATF also made tweaks to the Asian 
Games tennis schedule to ensure op-
timal conditions. 

  The Davis Cup tie between India 
and Norway and that of nine other -

 “ The Asian Games 
2022 will be

held in Hangzhou,
China from
September
10 to 25 ”

India will now play their Davis Cup tie in Norway on September 14-15 before traveling to China for the Asian Games 
tennis events from September 18-24. Dates for the tennis events at the Asian Games 2022 and the Davis Cup 2022 

World Group I matches scheduled later this year have been revised to avoid a fixture congestion. 
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lS%vdjg ´kE i,a,s fkfï - tluq;=luhs

FINA iNdm;sf.a YS% ,xld ixpdrh - 2022

t
h Y%S ,xld msyskqï lS%vdfõ w;sYh 

jeo.;a Èkhla úh' 2022 ud¾;= 

25 jeksod" wfma mqxÑ Èjhskg 

meñKs" wka;¾cd;sl msyskqï iïfï,k-

fha ^FINA&iNdm;s wdpd¾h yqfiaka w,a-

uqi,ï uy;dj idorfhka ms<s.kakd ,È' 

 ta;a Tyqg kï fï w,xldr Èjhsk 

wd.ka;=l fkdfõ' Tyq lsysm j;djlau YS% 

,xldjg meñK ;sfí' ta tlaflda .=jka 

hdkhla fufyhjk lms;dkajrfhl= 

f,isks' ke;fyd;a m%uqL lS%vd ks,Odß-

fhl= f,i lS%vd lKavdhula iu.sks' 

 th Y%S ,xld msyskqï lS%vdfõ w;sYh 

jeo.;a Èkhla úh' 2022 ud¾;= 25 jeks 

od" wfma mqxÑ Èjhskg meñKs" wka;¾cd-

;sl msyskqï iïfï,kfha ^FIN&iNd-

m;s wdpd¾h yqfiaka w,a-uqi,ï uy;dj 

idorfhka ms<s.kakd ,È' 

 ta;a Tyqg kï fï w,xldr Èjhsk 

wd.ka;=l fkdfõ' Tyq lsysm j;djlau YS% 

,xldjg meñK ;sfí' ta tlaflda .=jka 

hdkhla fufyhjk lms;dkajrfhl= 

f,isks' ke;fyd;a m%uqL lS%vd ks,Odß-

fhl= f,i lS%vd lKavdhula iu.sks' 

 fujr wdpd¾h yqfiaka YS% ,xldjg 

meñfKkafka wka;¾cd;sl msyskqï 

iïfï,kfha w¨;ska f;aÍ m;a jQ iNd-

m;sjrhd f,isks' YS% ,xldfõ lS%vdj 

fjkia lsÍug ie,iqï .Kkdjla Tyq 

i;=h' 

 Y%S ,xldfõ lS%vd lafIa;%h oekg 

mj;sk uÜgfuka by< ;,hlg f.k 

hdu i|yd Tyq ish oE;a È.= lr we;' 

l%Svlfhl= f,i Tyq ,nd we;s w;aoelSï 

iïNdrh fukau l%Svd ks,Odßhl= f,is-

ka w;alr.kakd ,o úfYaI{ oekqu YS% 

,xldjg msßkeóug wdpd¾h yqfiaka 

w,a-uqi,ï uy;d iQodkñka isà' Tyqf.a 

uQ,sl f;audj jkafka lKavdhula f,is-

ka lghq;= lsrSuhs'

 wdpd¾h yqfiaka Wm; ,enqfõ l=fõg-

fha h' Tyq" hka;ï 13 yeúßÈ úfha§u 

l=fõgfha cd;sl msyskqï lKavdhfï 

idudðlfhl= úh' 

 1974 w;r iy 1976 w;r ld,fha§" 

w;a,dka;sla id.rfha isg wdrdì uqyq- 

o olajd we;s rgj,a we;=<;a l,dm-

fha ish¨u msyskqï ;r. i|yd yqfiaka 

bÈßm;a úh' tfukau" wdishdkq yd f,dal 

msyskqï Y+r;d i|yd;a ;r. lf<ah' 

 1978 § Tyq l=fõÜ .=jka fiajh yd 

iïnkaOjQfha iyh .=jka kshuqfjl= 

f,isks' jir 10 l§ .=jka hdkdjl 

ish¨u j.lSï oeßh yels zlms;dka-

jrhl=Z f,iska Wiiaùï ,eîh' 1994 isg 

Tyq wëCIK lms;dkajrhl= f,i fiajh 

lf<ah

 

 1982 foieïn¾ 25 jeks Èk wdishdkq 

T,sïmsla lñgqjg tlajQ wdpd¾h yqfia- 

ka" tys ksfhdacH wOHlaIjrhl= f,is-

ka m;aù 1998 jk úg tys ;dlaI‚l 

wOHCIjrhl= f,iska Wiiaùula ,eîh' 

 2003 ckjdß 23 jeksod Tyq wdishd-

kq T,sïmsla lñgqfõ úOdhl lñgqjg 

tlafjhs' 

 2005 iema;eïnrfha isgu tys wOHCI 

ckrd,a jYfhka lghq;= lrhs' 

 wka;¾cd;sl T,sïmsla lñgqfõ iyfhda 

-.s;d uKav,fha idudðlhl= f,iskao 

lghq;= lrk wdpd¾h yqfiaka" 2015 

§ wka;¾cd;sl msyskqï iïfï,kfha 

m<uqjeks Wm iNdm;sjrhd f,iska o 

f;aÍ m;aúh' 

 l%Svd lafIa;%fha § Tyqg ysñ lS¾;su;a 

jD;a;sh ms<s.ekSu fya;=fjka" 2019 fmn-

rjdß udifha§ Tyqg ol=Kq fldßhd-

fõ l=lañka úYajúoHd,fhka o¾Ykh 

ms<sn|j f.!rj wdpd¾h Wmdêhla 

msßkeñK'

 thska udi 4 lg miqj Tyq l=fõÜ 

T,sïmsla ix.ufha uyf,alï moúh 

,eîh' jir foll wejEfuka Tyq 

wka;¾cd;sl msyskqï iïfï,kfha iNd-

m;s f,i f;aÍ m;a úh' 

 wka;¾cd;sl msyskqï iïfï,kh hg-

f;a tlsfklg fjkia lS%vd 6 la md,kh 

fjhs' msyskqï" vhsúx" yhs vhsúx" ßoau-

hdkql+, msyskqï" fjdag¾ fmdaf,da iy 

újD; j;=f¾ msyskSu fuu lS%vd 6 hs' 

wdpd¾h yqfiaka w,a-uqi,ï miq.shod 

cd;sl T,sïmsla lñgqjg wh;a fyauisß 

m%kdkaÿ Y%jKd.drfha§ mejiqfõ YS% 

,xldfõ lS%vd kS;sh ;j ÿrg;a ÈhqKq úh 

hq;= njh' 

 —YS% ,xldjg meñKSug ,eîu .ek 

ud b;d i;=gq fjkjd' uu fï rgg 

wd.ka;=lfhla fkdfõ' uu Tnj fyd-

¢ka y÷kkjd' 1982 isgu ud Tfí lS%v-

jkq;a fyd¢ka u okakjd' wjqreÿ 55 l 

ld,hla ;siafia wms fndfyda ixúOdk 

jf.au kdhlhka tlal;a jev lr,d 

;sfhkjd˜ 

 —Y%S ,xldfõ l%Svdfõ wkd.;h iy 

rch;a tlal wmsg jev lrkak mq¿j-

ka flfiao lshd uu lS%vd weu;sjrhd 

iuÕ idlÉPd l<d' fuys l%Svd kS;sh 

ÈhqKq lrkak ´kd lshd ud is;kjd' wms 

fokakdu fmdÿ ;eklg wdjd' ud ys;ka- 

fka fuu kS;sh wkd.;h i|yd b;du;a 

M,odhs fõú˜ 

 —Bfha uu YS% ,xldfõ T,sïmsla lñgq 

ks,OdÍka yïn jqKd' miqj msyskqï 

iïfï,k ks,OdÍka jf.au msyskqï 

lS%vl lS%äldjka lsysm fokl=;a uqK- 

.eiqkd''' wmsg bÈßhg hkak mq¿jka 

lsh,d uu úYajdi lrkjd˜

ó,. 05
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 —l%Svdfõ§ tl fohla jeo.;a' ta;a ta 

i,a,s fkfuhs" myiqlï fkfjhs" yene-

hs lKavdhï ye`.Sfuka jev lrkjd kï 

yeufoau myiqhs˜ 

 —rch;a" cd;sl iïfï,k jf.au cd;sl 

T,sïmsla lñgqj;a tlaj lghq;= lrk-

jd kï iEu fohlau myiq fõú' t;-

fldg wdishdkq T,sïmsla lñgqfõ jqK;a" 

wka;¾cd;sl T,sïmsla lñgqfõ jqK;a" 

wfma ld¾hh f.dvdla myiq fõú'''     

lS%vdfõ§ yeu fokdu tl mjq,la jf.a 

bkakjd kï" ta yefudagu ;sfhkafka 

tla b,lalhla ú;rhs' ta b,lalh ;uhs 

lS%vdj i|yd jvd fyd| mßirhla we;s 

lsÍu˜

 —lS%vdj lshkafka iudcfha b;du;a 

jeo.;a wx.hla' lS%vdfõ§ ch.%yKh 

jeo.;a jqK;a" tluq;=j jevlsÍu Bg;a 

jvd jeo.;a'''' ta jf.au" l%Svdj l=ula 

jqK;a" l%Svlhskag Tjqkaf.a i;=g N=la;s 

ú£ñka lS%vd lsÍug bv §u jeo.;a'       

lS%vdj iy Ôú;h yryd wmg ienE 

olaI;d fidhd.; yelsh' fuhhs wms 

fidhd hkafka' wfma hq;=lu thhs'˜

 —YS% ,xldfõ c, lS%vd iïfï,kh iy 

cd;sl T,sïmsla lñgqj tlal uu lsõfõ 

wka;¾cd;sl msyskqï iïfï,kfha iNd-

m;sjrhd úÈyg" ud;a oeka Tn,df.au 

flfkla lsh,hs' ta yskaod uf.a ld,h 

bjr fjkak biair fj,d" wms tlg jev 

lruq' ta u.ska YS% ,xldfõ fyd| lS%vd 

miqìula youq˜ 

 —vhsúx" msyskSu iy fjdag¾                      

fmdaf,da hk lS%vd i|yd" YS% ,xldjg     

mqyqKqlrejka ;sfofkl= tùug wms 

tlÕ jqKd' v%hs ,Ekaâ vhsúx i|yd my-

iqlï f.dvkÕkak;a" cd;sl lKavdhu 

i|yd msyskqï ;gdlhla bÈlrkak;a wms 

tl`. jqKd˜

 —ta tlalu" jirl§" YS% ,xldjg YsI-

H;aj folla fokak wms tlÕ jqKd' ta      

msyskqï lS%vlhl=g iy msyskqï lS%äld-

jlg' ta fofokdg yxf.aßhdfõ wjqreÿ 

4la wOHhkh iy mqyqKqj ,nkak mq¿-

jka' wka;¾cd;sl msyskqï iïfï,kfha-

iNdm;sjrhd úÈyg" Y%S ,xldj fjkqfj-

ka" ug lrkak mq¿jka foa fïlhs' 

—ta fjkqfjka uu Y%S ,xldfjka n,d-

fmdfrd;a;= jkafka" lKavdhula f,i 

tlg jev lrk tlhs˜ hhs fyauisß m%k-

dkaÿ Y%jKd.drfha§ wka;¾cd;sl msyskqï 

iïfï,kfha iNdm;sjrhd mejiSh' 

 wdpd¾h yqfiakaf.a jákd jpk j,g 

fmr" Y%S ,xld cd;sl T,sïmsla lñgq-

fõ iNdm;s" - iqf¾Ia iqn%ukshï uy;d 

lms;dkajrhd ms<s.ksñka lSfõ fujeka-

kls' 

 —wdpd¾h yqfiaka jqK;a" Tyq wmg ks-

rka;rfhkau zlemagka yqfiakaZ jqKd' 

Tyq jvd;a ckms%h ta ye¢kaùfuka' Tyq 

ugj;a" cd;sl T,sïmsla lñgqjgj;a 

wd.ka;=lfhla fkdfõ˜

 —yeu;siafiau yskdfj,d bkak" iEu 

úgu újD; oE;ska YS% ,xldjg Woõ 

lrkak iQodkñka bkak flfkla' 

fï olajd Tyq l< foaj,a ,hsia;=jla 

lshdf.k .syska Tyqf.a w.h wvqlrkak 

ug ´k kE' ta;a Tyq lS%vd weu;sjrhd 

yuqjqK wjia:dfõ§ fufyu l;djla 

lsõjd˜ 

 —wka;¾cd;sl msyskqï iïfï,k-     

fha iNdm;s uuhs' Tng ´kE foa 

fudllao lsh,d Tn ;SrKh 

lrkak˜  lsh,d Tyq tl 

t,af,au weu;sjrhdg lsõ-

jd˜ hhs iqf¾Ia iqn%ukshï 

uy;d mejiSh' 

 cd;sl T,sïmsla lñgq-

fõ uyf,alï                     

uelaiafj,a o is,ajd 

uy;d l;dlrñka 

lms;dka yqfia- 

ka  uy;df.a 

odhl;ajh   

.ek                       

hka;ñka 

fy<sorõ 

lf<ah' 

—lms;dka yqfiaka fndfyda jdrhla ,xld-

jg wdj flfkla' .=jka kshuqfjl= 

jf.au l%Svlfhl= f,i;a Tyq YS% ,xld-

jg weú;a ;sfhkjd' ta;a uu Bg jvd 

fjkia wjia:d folla u;la lrkakï˜

—m<uqj" óg jir 10 lg fmr" wms 

uq,skau fyauisß m%kdkaÿ Y%jKd.drh 

f.dvkÕk wjia:dfõ§ Tyq wdjd' óg 

wjqreÿ tl yudrlg ú;r l,ska" wms Y%-

jKd.drh kùlrKh l< wjia:dfõ§" 

wdishdkq T,sïmsla lñgqfõ wOHCI ck-

rd,ajrhd jYfhka" ta fjkqfjka fvd,¾ 

100"000 la Tyq wmg wkqu; l<d˜ 

 —Tyq Y%S ,xldfõ ñ;=frla" lS%vdfõ 

ñ;=frla" YS% ,xldfõ cd;sl T,sïmsla 

lñgqfõ ys;jf;la' ta jf.a flfkla YS% 

,xldj jf.a ÈhqKq fjñka ;sfnk rglg 

meñKSu .ek" ud mqoa.,slju" b;du;a 

i;=gq fjkjd˜ 

 —Tyq fï olajd l< ixpdrhkays§" lS%vd 

wud;HxYhg" cd;sl T,sïmsla lñgqjg 

jf.au cd;sl ix.uhg;a fndfyda Wm-

ldr lr,d ;sfhkjd' Tyqf.a ta ldreKs- 

lnj wms b;du;a w.h lrkjd' ta jf.au 

wms" lS%vdj ÈhqKq lrkafka fldfyduo 

lsh,d;a" wfma rdcH kdhl;ajhg oka-

jd isákjd˜ hhs o uelaiafj,a o is,ajd 

uy;d mejiSh' 
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