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It was a red-letter day to the Sri 
Lankan swimming fraternity. On 
the 25th of March 2022, our little 

island made history with welcoming 
none other than the FINA President, 
Dr. Husain Al-Musallam. 

 Not a stranger to the island he has 
visited the country multiple times, 
either as a captain steering an air-
craft or as a sports official leading an 
organization. 

 Dr. Husain stepped into the country 
as the newly elected FINA president, 
with big plans to change the sports 
field in Sri Lanka. He has extended 
his hands to join with his decades’ -

worth of expertise as a sportsperson 
and a sports official, to elevate Sri 
Lanka to the next level, highlighting 
the value of teamwork for success.

  Dr. Husain, was born in Kuwait. He 
was also a swimmer who was a mem-
ber of the national team at the tender 
age of thirteen. Between 1974 and 
1976, he competed in all Pan-Arab, 
Asian and World Swimming Champi-
onships.

 In 1978, he joined Kuwait Airways 
Corporation as a co-pilot and pro-
moted to airline captain in 1988. He 
worked as a training and check cap-
tain since 1994.

 He then joined the Olympic Council 
of Asia on the 25th December 1982, 
and became the Deputy Director 
General and Technical Director in 
December 1998.  

 He joined the OCA Executive Board 
on 23 January 2003. He is serving as 
the Director General of the council 
since September 2005. 

  He is also a commission member of 
the International Olympic Commit-
tee’s Olympic Solidarity. In 2015, he 
was elected as First Vice President of 
International Swimming Federation 
(FINA).
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  Acknowledging his illustrious ca-
reer in the field of sports, he received 
an Honorary Degree of Doctor of 
Philosophy, Honoris Causa in Sports 
Science from Kookmin University in 
February 2019. 

 On June 2019, he was elected as the 
Secretary General of Kuwait Olym-
pic Committee, followed by putting 
another feather in his cap by being 
elected as the President of the Fed-
eration Internationale De Natation 
(FINA) in June 2021. 

 The Federation Internationale De 
Natation, better known as FINA, is 
the international governing body of 
6 water sports, namely; Swimming, 
Diving, High Diving, Artistic Swim-
ming, Water Polo and Open Water 
Swimming. 

 Following the arrival of Dr. Husain 
Al-Musallam on invitation of the 
National Olympic Committee of Sri 
Lanka, he met the media on Satur-
day at the Hemasiri Fernando Audi-
torium. 

 “He said, “First of all, I am very 
happy to be in Colombo, Sri Lanka. 
I am no stranger, I know you very 
well, I know your sports very well 
since 1982. We’ve worked with many 
sports organizations and leaders in 
Sri Lanka for more than 55 years. 

 “I had a discussion with his excel-
lency, the sports minister, about the 
future of sport in Sri Lanka and how 
we can work with the government to 
develop the Sports Law here. I think 
we reached a good common ground 
on this and I am sure this law would 
be the best for the future.

  Yesterday, I had a meeting with the 
NOC SL and then we met with the 
Swimming Federation here and with 
a few swimmers as well. 

 “I believe that we can move forward 
in sports with just one thing; not 
with money, not with facilities, but 
with teamwork. If the government, 
national federations and the Nation-
al Olympic Committee work togeth-
er, everything will be easier. Our job 
as the OCA or the IOC will become 
much easier, if this whole family in 
sports are together, because then, 
there is only one goal; the goal is to 
make a better environment and a 
future in sports for the Sri Lankan 
youth. Sport is very important for 
the society. Though winning is a very 
important aspect, it is more import-
ant to work together.

From page 01
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 “Regardless of which sport it is, it 
is important let athletes enjoy their 
sport and life, and through that only, 
we can find true talent, and this is 
our duty. In my discussions with the 
swimming federation and the NOC 
SL I said ‘I am now the president of 
FINA and I feel that I am a part of 
you now, so we should work togeth-
er before my time is over to create a 
good system in Sri Lanka.’ 

 “We agreed to send three coaches 
from FINA for Diving, Swimming 
and Water Polo, build a facility for 
Dry Land Diving here and to help 
with the construction of a swimming 
pool for the National Team. Further, 
we agreed to give Sri Lanka two 
scholarships this year to two talent-
ed athletes, one male and one female 
athlete, for studying and training for 
4 years in Hungary. This is what I can 
do for Sri Lanka in my position and 
what I expect from Sri Lanka is, to 
work together as a team.” 

 Prior to Dr. Husain’s words of value, 
the proceedings got underway with 
the President of the NOC SL, -

in person. During his visit here so 
far, he has extended a helping hand 
to the ministry, the NOC SL and the 
national federation with what we 
want and that attitude is much ap-
preciated. We also appreciate you 
for what you have done so far for 
sports in general and for conveying 
the message to the leadership of the 
country how sports should be devel-
oped”. 

Yasodara Dunuwille

From page 02
Mr. Suresh Subramaniam welcom-
ing the captain stating, “Dr. Husain, 
better known as Captain Husain is 
no stranger to me and no stranger 
to the NOC; the man with a smile 
and always with open arms, ready to 
help Sri Lanka. I don’t want to take 
his pride announcing what he’s done 
so far but I can only tell you that he 
gave assurance to the Hon. Minister 
of Youth and Sports, a few minutes 
ago ‘I am the FINA President, you de-
cide what you want’.” 

 Secretary General of the NOC SL, 
Mr. Maxwell De Silva, wrapped up 
stating, “Captain Husain has been 
to Sri Lanka many times; as a pilot 
and as a sportsperson. I believe I 
should acknowledge two events with 
captain Husain; firstly, more than 
10 years ago when we first built the 
Hemasiri Fernando Auditorium and 
then 1 ½ years ago when we modern-
ized the auditorium, he approved us 
USD100,000 as the DG of OCA. 
 
 “He’s a friend of Sri Lanka, a friend 
of sports and a friend of NOC SL and 
I am happy that he has visited a de-
veloping country like Sri Lanka -

 “ I believe that we 
can move forward in 
sports with just one 
thing; not with mon-
ey, not with facilities, 
but with teamwork. If 
the government, na-
tional federations and 
the National Olympic 
Committee work to-
gether, everything will 
be easier. Our job as 
the OCA or the IOC 
will become much eas-
ier, if this whole family 
in sports are together, 
because then, there is 
only one goal; the goal 
is to make a better en-
vironment and a fu-
ture in sports for the 
Sri Lankan youth.  ”
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i;aldrl yIsud k.rfhka úrdu >áld m%Odkhla   

Y%S 
,xldfõ cd;sl T,sïmsla lñgqj 

ióm in|;d mj;ajk cmdk-

fha yIsud i;aldrl k.rfha                                                                                                                                           

            wOHlaIl lñgqj  úiska mß;Hd. 

lrk ,o úrdu >áld fnod§fï jevi-

gykla ud¾;= 23 Èk Y%S ,xld T,sïmsla 

lñgq Y%jKd.drfha§ meje;aúKs¡ 

 wkd.; cd;Hka;r l%Svd b,lal lr 

.ksñka mqyqKqùï lghq;= i|yd ;a §¾> 

ld,Sk ñ;%;ajh wLKavj mj;ajdf.k 

hdu iy Y%S ,xld l%Svl l%Säldjkaf.a 

myiqlï Yla;su;a lsÍu i|yd ;a" fuu 

jevigyk ixúOdkh flßKs¡ 

 fuys § Wiia ;;a;ajfha ksrjoH úrdu 

>áld 20 la" mdi,a iy l%Svd ix.ï 

w;r fnod yeßKs¡ W;aijhg iïnkaO 

wdh;k jQfha -- yxje,a, rdcisxy uOH 

uyd úoHd,h" lE.,a, Ydka; ußhd 

úoHd,h" úydr., uyd úoHd,h" hd$ 

uyck úoHd,h" ud$rx.sß   oUq,a, 

cd;sl mdi," n$hy, wrdj u¡ú¡" mS¡ o 

tia¡ l=,r;ak uyd  úoHd,h" wU.uqj 

uOH uyd úoHd,h" kkakmqrdj uyd 

úoHd,h " w$ iaj¾Kmd,s nd,sld uyd 

úoHd,h" j,, ta¡ r;akdhl u¡ú¡" uykq-

jr fnrjÜia úoHd,h" fïi mkaÿ ix-

.uh" cQfvda ix.uh" u,, l%Svd ix.uh 

iy wOHdmk wud;HdxYh¡

 fuu jevigyk iuÕ iïnkaO jQ 

ks,OdÍka jQfha ZOOM ;dlaIKh yryd 

iïnkaO jQ yIsud k.rfha .s*q m%dka; 

mqrjeis iyfhda.S;d wxYfha úOdhl 

wOHlaIl" flhsfi! lsg.ls iy yIsud 

k.rfha .s*q m%dka; mqrjeis iyfhda.S;d 

wxYfha iyldr l<ukdlre" flkagd 

Wtfkda h¡

 Y%S ,xld cd;sl T,sïmsla lñgqj 

fjkqfjka tys iNdm;s iqf¾Ia iqíru- 

kshï" uyf,alï uelaiafj,a o is,ajd 

iy wOHdmk wud;HdxYh fjkqfjka 

Wmd,s wur;=x. tlaj isáhy¡
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Media Accreditation 
for Birmingham 2022
 The application for media accred-
itation for written press, photogra-
phers and non-rights holding broad-
casters is now open.

 The online application form will 
be available until midnight (British 
Summer Time) on 29 April 2022 but 
media are encouraged to apply ear-
ly as applications will be reviewed 
throughout the period.

 For media accreditation, click the 
link below

https://www.birmingham2022.com/
media-operations
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