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Paralympics is a separate entity 
and there is a segment for the 
differently abled at the Com-

monwealth Games too.  The Lankan 
leg of the Queen’s Baton Relay also 
laid a lot of emphasis on this segment 
of the populace of our society by ar-
ranging a very special event for them 
and that they did it in grand fashion. 

 The day’s proceedings on the final 
day began in this fashion. Upon its 
return to the Capital City from Hatton 
the Baton congregation was brought 
on parade from the Golumadama 
Junction to the Ceylon School for the 
Deaf and Blind in a procession. 
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 Carrying the Baton were the bear-
ers former sprint queen Ineka Wick-
remasinghe and weightlifter Sudesh 
Peiris in an open vehicle loaned by 
the Sri Lanka army spruced up espe-
cially for this occasion. 

 The Baton was then handed over to 
the Rev Dushantha Lakshman Rodri-
go the 16th Bishop of Colombo. As-
sociated on behalf of the CGA were 
its Vice President Joseph Kenny and 
Fazil Hussain. 

 The Bishop of Colombo then bless-
ed the baton with a special prayer to 
mark the significance of the event. 
Gathered to mark the arrival of the 
Baton also were a host of students of 
the Ceylon School for the Deaf and 
Blind.

 CGA President Suresh Subramani-
am a pioneer in the Wheelchair Ten-
nis concept in the country is of the 
view that differently abled persons 
too can make worthy contributions 
to sports in general. 

  He said once he had the opportuni-
ty of witnessing cricket game played 
by blind children and he was amazed 
by the talent and how they follow the 
ball by the jingling sounds it makes.  

 Meanwhile Rev Rodrigo speaking 
to the media said “We mark this as a 
very important event in our annals, 
especially the opportunity given for 
the children of this school to savour 
see, feel and being able to be a part 
of the Queen’s Baton Relay. In this in-
stitution – two in Ratmalana and one 
in Kaithadi we give the opportunity 
for differently abled children pursue 
their studies.

 There the principals and the teach-
ers make it a point to give a lot of em-
phasis to their activity.   

 “We are so grateful for the opportu-
nity given to these children to be a 
part of this Commonwealth Games 
centered sports event. We consider 
this as a very noble act. 

 "I feel that this also would be an op-
portunity for these children pursue 
their studies under normal circum-
stances without being segregated. 

 "In this manner the children of this 
school would end up in a normal en-
vironment and be able to be a part of 
the mundane society.”  
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https://olympic.lk/nocnews/172

https://olympic.lk/nocnews/172
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https://www.facebook.com/page/154730164615256/search/?q=GoodSport%20-%20XXVII
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